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A RARE ANIMAL
How seldom it is that a pedestrian is

met with on ani of the Main Highways,
so seldom indeed that one is tempted to
tNpk that the species is becoming extinct.
" however, is fortunately, not the case.
'--....--

Like other people he has the usual high
regard for his life and limb, in addition
to which the constant stream of motor
traffic distracts his attention from his
other and to him more important sur
roundings.

He therefore eschews the main roads
and takes to the side roads, woods, and
beaches.

Thereare two beacll wa1Ks which may
be taken from Oordova Bay, one south and
east to Mount Douglas Park which should
be commenced as soon as the ebb tide has
left a: sufficiency of beach exposed on
which to walk. The cliffs which bar the
way at high tide are steep and in places
almost perpendicular making progress
.....1":>: slow and somewhat strenuous. Th-e

'ber, with his attention closely occu
pied on where he is going and how he is
going to get there loses much or'the plea
sure to be obtained from the cliff forma
tion which in itself makes walking inter
esting. Progress along the beach becomes
the reaching and turning of one little jut
ting out point after another until the suc
cession of them appears to be endless and
speculation as to whether the turning of
the point next ahead will mean the arri
val at the Park 01' not becomes pleasantly
tantalizing.

As the Park and Cormorant Point get
gradually closer the view up Cordova and
Sidney Channels opens up until a consid
erable part of the west side of Sidney
Island can be seen and a much better
view of Zero Rock is obtained than from
anywhere else along the shore of the Bay.

Arrival at Mount Douglas Park pro
vides the opportunity for refreshment of
the inner man and return may be made
either on foot or by bus.

The other beach walk from Cordova
Bay is northward and except at very low
water it is IT.ot possible to get from Cor-- ,

dova Bay Beach to Sayward Beach without
encroaching on the fronts of the houses
above the beach. The road along Parker
Avenue should therefore be taken and ac
cess to the beach made by the Right-of
Way.

Once on the beach the way is plain
going except for a small and easily sur
mounted piece of rock until the small bay
beyond Noble's Point is reached. Here
there is a stretch of rock of moderate
height and not too steep a pitch providing
an interesting little scramble. The best
way over is to keep well up towards the
top of the rock and as close as possible to
the bush and other vegetation which will
provide good hftnd holds. 'f'he en 'Vf tire
rock is soon reached and a descent made
to the beach at the beginning of the White
Cliffs or Cut Bank which forms the back
of the beach all the rest of the way to
Cowichan Head.

Here D'Arcy, James and Sidney Islands
are viewed from a new angle while to the
southward Mount Douglas with its long
ridge running out to Cormorant Point is
seen as a whole.

A mile further on a small cabin, set well
down on the beach, is reached, behind
which a disused and partly washed out
road leads upwards on to the higher land,
where by taking the first turn south a re
turn home can be made by the Sayward
Beach Road. Still another mile will take
the walker to the southeastern shoulder
of Cordova Spit opposite the southwest
ern end of James Island where a second
road leads across the northern extremity
of Tsa-aout the Indian Reserve.

Here again the first turn to the south
will lead on to the Sayward Beach Road
and home 01' a continuation may be made
westward to the East Saanich Road a dis
tance of a mile and a quarter and tired
feet relieved by riding a bus to Cordova
Bay Road or Claremont Road and cross
ing'the Ridge.

For those who like beach walking the
whole journey northwards is full of in
terest while the return by Sayward Beach
Road provides a pleasant variation with
a constantly ehanging country lane walk.

PROGRESS REPORT
On Sunday, November 13th, it ra-ihed

all day. No work on the building, this
was very unfortunate. We need two
week-ends of good weather to finish the
cement work. We have had wonderful
weather but it can't last for ever and we
may be held up now for some time waiting
for good weather. Well to get on with the
report. Progress has been slow but if
you took the time to go out to the lot you
would be surprised at the work accom
plished. Mr. Buchanan took on the job
of building the septic tank and with his
helpers has done a swell job. He still
needs hel.fl how.ever, there is a lot of tile
pipe to be laid from the tank for the run
off. It will be necessary to dig ditches
to lay this pipe. We also found it neces-
sary to purcha~e another 45, 10-inch tiles
to lay in the draining ditch. These have
been put in and covered over.

At this time we should thank Stewart
& Hudson for a load of 2"x6" lumber
donated. This lumber was very accept- .
able and arrived just in time to be used.
We also have to- thank Yarrows Ltd., for
a gift of iron to be used for reinforcing
the concrete walls. This iron was pro-

ured through the efforts of Mr. G. Ross.
Harry Savage.

ORGAN REC,rAt
Those who attended the Organ Recital

given last year in the Church Hall will
remember with pleasure what a treat it
proved to be. Another Recital is to be
given on the 14th of December. It is
expected that the Church Hall will again
be the venue. Look out for further notice
and don't miss an evening's good enter
tainment.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We have to acknowledge with apprecia

tion and thanks a contribution of $2.00
towards the cost of "Spindrift", from a
"Reader" who is not a member of the
Club.
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Editorial:
WRITING

A search through the previous numbers
of "Spindrift" reveals that at various

·times appeals have been made to its read
ers to become contributors. to the paper
but without any very noticeable success.

The reason for this state of affairs may
be that authors are born, not made and
that those who -are born are too busy
making their fortunes or at least a living

'by their writing to be able to devote any
time to making gratuitous' contributions
to our little paper.

This appears to throw the problem
back upon the possibility that some are
or can be made.

Personal appeals to friends have been
crowned with some measure of success
but there is a distinct limit to the num
ber of times they can reasonably be ex
pected to respond.

Among the people who receive this
paper there must surely be some in whom
there is or has been a desire to write.
Why, then, do they not write? It may
be because the urge is not strong enough,
or more hopefully, because they think
they have nothing of any interest about
which to write.

Mr. W. Somerset Maugham has said
that "Having nothing to write about is one
of the most inconclusive reasons' for not
writing."

Reasons for writing and subjects upon
which to write are part of the daily life
of everyone and it is only necessary to
be on the lookout for them. Sit down for
a few minutes and think. If the mind re
mains a blank do not despair,. but keep in
mind that you want to write and some
time, often quite suddenly and apparently
from out of the blue an idea wil1 come.
It may not appear to be of much value or
to present much of a possibility but do not
discard it. Let it lie in the mind and

:.develop and in a surprisingly short time
it will, almost write itself. Remarks made
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by the family or a few words dropped,
in the co'urse of conversation, by a friend
can be prolific sources of ideas. The pos
session of the gift of vivid description,
unexpectedly discovered, can open up a
wealth of opportunity for writing and the
spur of determination or necessity can be
a great help. H. G.

ROAD DANGERS
The repairs being made to the main

road through the Bay at the present time,
extending as they do from the School at
the north end to the junction with Blen
kinsop Road. at the south end present a
'number of dangers not common under
ordinary conditions.

The unwary resident and the stranger,
travelling a little too fast round a bend,
may find himself launched into thick,
loose gravel which could cause him to
lose control of his car with conseq uences
to himself and others varying from slight
to fatal.

At certain points on the beach side of
the road some of the occupants of the
houses have, apparently nowhere to leave
their cars except on what would be the.
side-walk if there was one. This means
that anyone walking, on that side of the
road, and most of us do, is forced out on
to the road thereby creating an added
danger and responsibility for driver and
walker alike.

The speed at which many go through
the village, in spite of the signs limiting
the speed, cannot be considered necessary.
This excessive speed is especially notice
able on the slight rise from the centre of
the village to Haliburton Road which it
appears to be a matter of life or death to
take in high gear, and at as great a speed
as possible.

The blind corners by which many of the
Avenues and Roads debouch on to the
Main Road are a hazard for which at
present there is apparently no solution.
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Fortunately and to do them justice, it is
very seldom that the driver of a vehicle
is seen to come out of a side road Ol:L to
the main road without stopping. J

There is, however, no excuse for the
frequent igorning of the speed limit
through the School zone. Children are,
by their very age, notably careless of
their own safety and no care is too great
to take to supply that in which they are
Jacking.

The number of trucks carrying gravel,
running through the Bay, is consequent
'on the building of the road and will cease
when the road is completed. A certain
amount of consideration is due to the
drivers who are required to make a mini
mum number of runs each day but un
;fortunately there are some who, particu
'larly in the afternoon, drive at a speed
which, when the possible conseque' ~ ~

are taken into account, is frightenin~,d

cannot be justified.

. If everyone would think of others as
well as of himself, the number of ac
cidents would be greatly reduced.

~~~~~~~~,

~ ~ J%ll ert' II »
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~ ~ J
.
:.u._: As this number will be the last ..t\.:
•. to be issued before Christmas, fJ:«we take this opportunity of ex- .t\
:/,.. tending to everyone our sincere 1J:
~: wishes for a Merry Christmas. »
i~~~~~~~~
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS
To the Editors of "Spindrift"

Dear Sirs:
The time for the Municipal Elections

will soon be upon us when the voters of
this Municipality will have to decide some
very important issues as well as selecting
those whom they wish to represent them
on the Council for the coming year.

In the last issue of "Spindrift" there
appeared an unsigned article warning us
concerning the danger of "Changing Boats
in the Middle of the Stream." The correct
quotation should have been "horses" not
"boats." However keeping to the figure
used we would reply that on general
principles this is excellent advice, but
what if the "boat" you are in is being
caught in dangerous cross-currents and
whirling eddies of the stream and is it
self in danger of being swept away to
deRtruction? This, to the writer, seems to
1: fairly accurate picture of the pres
enL conditions in the Municipal Council
of Saanich. For some years now various
factions within the council have been
fighting each other, and the council as a
whole has often been at logger-heads with
the taxpayers. The resultant confusion
has been disastrous to the welfare of the
whole Municipality. For some consider
able time we have been fighting over the
"Amalgamation" question; over "Roads"
over "Sewage Disposal" in the Urban
Wards, over the "Continuation of the
Ward System," to mention only the more
important matters of dispute, and only
one of these, the "Ward" system has been
settled.

The taxpayers have repeatedly shown
their dissatisfaction with this state of af
r l by defeating one Money By-Law
a'1-cer another, not because they do not re
cognize the necessity for these improve
ments but because they are bored to
death with the present set-up at Royal
Oak. On more than one occasion the
Council has ignored the wish of the
electorate, legitimately expressed by
means of the ballot, and they have gone
ahead and carried out their own plans
in spite of the adverse vote of the people.
The most glaring example of this is the
recent addition to the Municipal Offices
at Royal Oak. It is all very well for the
Reeve and Council to say, after the by
law was defeated, that the money came
from other sources, it was public money
they were spending and spending it
against the recorded vote of the elector
ate.
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It would seem as if the Reeve and at
least some of the Councillors have for
gotten that they hold their positions as
representatives of the people, who by their
votes placed them in office and as such
they are the servants of the electorate
and not its masters; therefore a dictator
ial attitude on their part is entirely out
of place. The Municipality will never
get into calm waters and cleaT sailing, en
joying good government until this dicta
torial attitude is abandoned and the af
fairs of the Municipality conducted in a
sane and business-like fashion.

Given a sound business administration
at Royal Oak and a sincere desire to solve
the problems confronting it in the best
interests of the people of Saanich as a
whole coupled with an earnest desire on
the part of the Provincial Department of
Municipal Affairs to co-operate there is
no reason to doubt that much if not all
of the present confusion will disappear.

Taxpayer.

MOUNT NEWTON
HIGH SCHOOL

Arrangements for the Concert are not
yet completed. Please watch for details
on posters at a later date.

The next regular monthly meeting of
the P-T.A. will be held on December 6th.
A feature of the agenda will be a visit
by members of the Saanich School Board
with a model of the proposed Auditorium
for the Mount Newton School. Members
will speak on details of the By-Law to be
presented to the electors on December
17th.

M. French.

FOR SALE
Large Boys' Bicycle, $10.00; Studio

Lounge, opens to double bed, good condi
tion, $25.00, or offer. Bob Penney, Phone
Colquitz 303-Y.

r~~~;'~;;;~"-"-"-"-"-"-'>-'>-·r
I SLACKS Tailored in ONE DAY! ;
I SUITS Tailored in ONE WEEK! I

I ~~I~~'~:~e~~s~~~t:~r~rS I
, I
t + I
I 641 Yates Street Victoria, B.C. II C.8.C.t'. ~IEM8ER-8. T. ROGERS I
..........j .....c~t.....j~..-.j_C).-.(I.....C_(I....(I..(I~_(I_t.:•
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CORDOVA BAY P-T.A.
The October monthly meeting of Cor

dova Bay P-T.A. was held in the School
on the 28th October with the vice-presi
dent, The Rev. W. H. Day, in the chair.

The offer of Messrs. Hirst & Flintoff
to give a Movie Show for the purpose of
raising funds towards the purchase of a
Movie Projector for the School was ac
cepted and the Show took place in the
Church Hall on November 4th, at 8 p.m.
There was a very good attendance both
of adults and children who made their
enjoyment of the films quite unmistak
able.

It was decided to purchase crests for
the School Sports Team and a discussion
to install a Public Address system
throughout the School took place.

Mr. C. Howorth reported that the
Cordova Bay Scout Troop would present
a showing of slides taken at the recent
Ottawa Jamboree by Mr. V. L. Goddard on
November 9th at 8.00 p.m. at McMorran's.

The Misses Norma and Vivian Lind
strom sang two duets accompanied by
their sister Mrs. Alan Pottage.

Mr. A. McKinnon, guest speaker, spoke
on the aims and work of the Y.M.C.A.

Refreshments were served.
H. lVI. Cleland, Publicity Convener.

ST. DAVID'S WOMEN'S GUILD
St. David's Women's Guild have made

final arrangements for the Bazaar which
will take place December 7th, at 2 :20 in
the Church Hall. Mrs. G. R. Calvert,
wife of the Dean of Christ Church
Cathedral, will open the sale. There will
be various stalls of sewing, fancy work,
home cooking, toys and dolls, super
fluities, candy and calendars. Contests
will be held on a quilt and fruit cake.
There will also be a dressed doll competi
tion. Afternoon tea will be served.

The next meeting of St. David's
Women's Guild will be held at the home
of Mrs. Fairclough, Doumac Ave., Decem
ber 15th, at 2 :30 p.m.

~-MO~'ER;-S-H"i
SHOES FOR MEN!

*
Cor. Yates & Government Street I

Phone E 1821 Victoria E.C I
, i.:•...-.t_l)_f_t_t)_l)_l)_~u.-~_,~.:.
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SOCIAL NOTES
KIRKENDALE-HESELTINE: Marriage

vows were exchanged recently at a simple
home ceremony, between Miss Rae Kirk
endale, only daughter of Mrs. Margaret
Kirkendale and the late Capt. George
Kirkendale, 648 Dallas Road, and William
Lloyd Heseltine, only son of Mr. and lVII's.
J. T. Heseltine, Cordova Bay. Miss Jane
Burtholme attended the bride, while lVIr.
Brian Wharf was best man. Following
their honeymoon, lVIr. and lVII's. Heseltine
will make their home at Sooke.

Congratulations are extended to lVII's.
F. Clack on the occasion of her 83rd
birthday. Mrs. Clack is the mother of
lVII's. A. Taylor.

In honor of lVIarcia's eighth birthday,
her mother, Mrs. F. O. Sutton, entertained
on Nov. 5th. The table was centred with a
two-tier birthday cake, and dainty refresh
ments were served. Games were enjoyed,
prizes being won by Denise Poyntz and
Verna Walsh. The invited guests included:
Misses Anne Ganner, Anne Morton, Denise
Poyntz, Verna Walsh, Anne Sutton, Marcia
Sutton, Linda ·Dennstedt, lVIasters Bob
Dennstedt, Bob Walsh and Roddy Sutton,
Mrs. A. Walsh, lVIr. and lVII's. M. Denn
stedt, lVIr. and lVII's. G. E. 1VI0rtimore.

lVIr. and lVII's. S. Knudsen, of Denmark,
were recent guests of Mr. and lVII's. E.
lVIcWean.

Visiting 1VIr. and Mrs. Grexton were
lVII's. Grexton's parents lVIr. and Mrs. A.
Miller, ex-residents of the Bay who are
now residing at Port 1VI00dy. Also visit
ing Mr. and lVII's. Grexton were Mr. and
Mrs. N. Mcintyre and children from
Manitoba.

Visiting his parents Mr. and lVII's. F.
S. Ross, is their son Frank Ross, who is
stationed with the army at Calgary.

Mr. and lVII's. A. Taylor had as their
guests Mrs. Taylor's cousins, Mr. and
lVII's. C. H. Turland, of Vancouver, and a
niece lVIiss Dorothy Clack, who had toured
the States, and since returned to her
home in Winnipeg.

Mr. and lVII's. John Netterfield, of Salt
Spring Island, were guests of lVIr. and
Mrs. N. Andrew, for Armistice week-end.

Miss Mary Caesar, of Mill Bay, spent the
holiday week-end with lVIiss Irene French.

Visiting lVIr. and Mrs. George Lee is
Miss K. Pitman, of Salt Spring Island.

lVIr. and Mrs. Hoehn are in Vancouver
where lVIr. Hoehn is to undergo an oper
ation. The best wishes of the commun
ity go with him for a speedy recovery.

lVIr. and Mrs. Dresser and family have
left the Bay to take up residence in Trail,
B.C.

Mr. and lVII's. R. Bennett and baby
daughter Joy are now residing in the
home recently vacated by lVIr. and lVII's.
Dresser.

We regret that lVIr. and lVII's. Roy Ran
son and son Sam, and their Aunt lVIiss
Pickersgill have left to take up residence

SPINDRIFT

in Oak Bay. Mr. and lVII's. Ranson's co
operation in all community efforts, and
their cordial friendliness will be sorely
missed in the Bay.

We welcome two families into the com
munity who are awaiting the completion
of their homes on the Ridge. lVIr. and
lVII's. W. Chippy and family are tempor
arily residing on Doumac Avenue, and
Mr. and lVII's. Phillpott and daughter on
Agate Lane.

Mr. P. Danbrook and Charlie have re
turned to spend the winter in their Cor
dova Bay home.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Danbrook and
Terry, of Unity, Sask., are also spending
the winter here.

lVII's. E. Buchanan returned from a six
weeks' trip to points in Saskatchewan
and Ontario.

We regret the departure of Mr. and lVII's.
Archibald and sons from the Bay.

1VIr. and Mrs. F. W. Conconi have taken
up residence in their new home, recently
vacated by lVIr. and Mrs. Archibald.

We welcome home lVIiss Almeda Lind
strom who has spent the summer at the
family home in Saskatchewan.

Visiting her parents for the Armistice
holiday was lVIiss Ann Howorth, a student
at U.B.C.

Resulting from a recent car accident,
lVIr. Harry Savage and daughter Sandra.
suffered shock and bruises. We are glad
that in spite of the damage to the auto,
no more serious ·injuries were sustained
by Mr. Savage or Sandra.

We are sorry to report that Mr. K. NI.
Lewis has been confined to his home for
the last few weeks, and wish for him a
speedy recovery.

Miss C. Williston, of Toronto, Dominion
Supervisor of Girl's Work for the Anglican
Church, recently met with the St. David's
group of 'teen agel'S and their mothers.
lVII's. F. A. Goodwin, Victoria leader, was
also present. A most happy and inspir
ing afternoon was spent by all.

Lillian Dyer, Lillian Ross.

ROTARY GARDEN CONTEST
Cordova Bay School won top honors in

the Rotary Garden Contest. Prizes were
awarded at a luncheon held at the Em
press Hotel when contestants were
special guests.

The School captured 80 points. In
dividual Championship Cup was won by
John Green who was awarded 93.25 points
for vegetables displayed at the Saanich
ton Exhibition. Gordon Swift placed
fourth with 89.5 points. Others taking
part were June Robbins and Althea Dyer.

This very worth while project is spon
sored by the Rotary Club whose Garden
Committee expend a great deal of thought
time and energy on the affair. Credit
is also due to the children who have
labored in their gardens and have suc
ceeded in bringing honor to our district. ,
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HOOPLA
The Saanich and Suburban Basketball

League play opened for the Cordova Bay
teams at the Sooke Hall on Monday,
November 14th, with the Girls Inter
mediate "B" team opposing Sooke Girls
and the boys playing the Sooke Inter "B"
team.

The Cordova Girls showed to advan
tage against their less experienced oppon
ents and came away with a lopsided win,
50 to 6, this score, however, did not indi
cate the' true picture, our local girls
should have had twenty more baskets and
the general floor play was very ragged.
This means more practice at passing and
shooting at the next practice session.

· lVIclVIorran's Boys team defeated Sooke in
the feature game, 31 to 18, in a well-

· fought battle. Ken Marson, last years
· centre now converted to forward, led the
scoring parade with 15 points, mostly
garnered from close in push up shots.
Jack Sims, new captain and centremaT f

the squad, turned in a creditable g. .;;
both offensively and defensively.

The boys are at last starting to show
a better grasp of the game and are using
their heads more than their energy by
coming up with a couple of rehearsed
screen plays, however more hard work is

· scheduled for the next practice sessions
with more emphasis on deliberate passing
to teammates in the open and a tightening
up of defensive play.

All home games and practices are now
held at Lake Hill Community Hall on

· 1VI0ndays and Thursdays, there is lots of
spectator space so turn out and watch
these youngsters play, it is well worth the
trip over to Lake Hill and our young
people appreciate an audience at. their
games.

Watch McMorran's Store for game
nouncements. Noel Andrew.

CORDOVA BAY
COMMUNITY CLUB

At the Monthly General Meeting held
on November 2nd last, Mrs. Joan Mor
timer was welcomed to the Club as amcm
bel'.

The next Monthly General Meeting will
be held on Wednesday, December 7th,
1949, at 8.00 p.m., at McMorran's Coffee
Shop.
The Following Members and Friends who

are helping with the Building have
not been previously mentioned.

Jack Ward
Charles Hill
George H. Lee

The Following Ladies who are Helping
with Refreshments have not been

previously mentioned.
Mrs. E. F. L. Henslowe Mrs. Emma Young
Miss Fern lVIcDiarmid Miss Dell Leith
Mrs. Edgar Buckle Mrs. Lester
Mrs. Charles Howorth Mrs. Ben Dyer
lVIiss Joan Howorth Mrs. Jack Ward
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTICE
ST. DAVID'S-BY-THE-SEA

White Gift Sunday will be December 4.
Please remember to bring all parcels
suitably marked for boy 01' girl a'nd stat
ing age.

There will be no Sunday School on
Christmas Day but all pupils attending
the Family Service at 11 :00 a.m. will re
ceive their regular mark.

;St. ,ihlUib's-h!!-tlJt-~ta
CORDOVA BAY

Rev. C. B. Price, M.A., B.D.
Sunday School every Sunday l0 :00 a.m.
1st Sunday of Month, Evensong......... 7:30 p.m.
2nd, 3rd and 4th (& 5th) Sundays

Morning Prayer _ _ ~ 11 :00 a m
Holy Communion, 3rd Sunday ll :00 a:m:

were eating our lunch we heard the puf
fing of a train so we all congregated on
the platform and a freight pulled in. We
were allowed in a cattle truck, then being
used for goods and mail. My parents sat
on the red hot floor of this steel truck
and visibly reddened and wilted, the rest
of us sat on the roof of the truck or on
the steel ladder leading up to the roof.
One of us kept guard for bridges and
gave the signal to duck down when pass
ing underneath. There were numerous
stops while the line was being mended,
which allowed time to stretch our legs and
get a drink of Chinese tea if we were near
a village, a boiling anaemic-looking pale
green liquid and no milk or sugar, but
welcome nevertheless. We arrived in
Hankow hours overdue, unrecognizeably'
dirty and bedraggled but thankful to be
safely home, having outwitted the bandits
once more, thus adding another exciting
link to the ever growing chain of China
experiences. The old Railway Track_ be
hind us brought back these turbulent
memories, also it is a daily source of de
light in its beauty and peacefulness and
we love Cordova Bay and its people.

Lilias Lester.

lrtniteb QrlJurclJ uf Qranalla
For the time being services are being held

in the Minister's Home on Gordon Avenue
just off Walema, every Sunday morning at
11 o'clock. Hymn Books provided. Everybody
Welcome.

Rev. W. H. Day, Minister

A TRAIN JOURNEY
I was wandering along the old railway

track at the back of our cottage at Cor
dova Bay and my thoughts turned back
to a railway journey in China about 25
years ago, from Hankow to Chikungshan.
Several of us had decided to spend a
week-end there in the Hongkong Bank
bungalow and accompanying us were my
parents, as chaperones, in this case a
pleasant necessity. Chikungshan is a
mountain resort in Central China. We
arrived at the station, paid off the rick
shaw men and found ourselves in a seeth

'ing, battling, howling, sweating mob of
people all trying for the same train, and
what seemed even the same seat. We
joined the battle and with grim determin
ation and concerted action somehow we
managed to board the train, hatless, hair
pinless but triumphant. To board a train
with only one class with people carrying
all their worldly possessions on their

L 'ons plus the teapot and umbrella was
.nean achievement even for youth. We

managed to find a place to squeeze into,
there was no picking or choosing and we
hoped that whatever livestock lodged on
our neighbours would stay at home!
About six hours of travelling brought us
to our destination and we each had a
sedan chair, carried up the hill by four
coolies to each chair. Sometimes when
they turned a corner the chair hung over
a steep cliff and one was thankful for
the surefootedness of the men, if one man
slipped it meant instant death. The
bungalow, nestled between two small hills
overlooking a very beautiful valley, was
a welcome sight. It was a perfect week
end. Tennis, swimming and hiking. Dur
ing the week-end bandits had blown up

line between Chikung and Hankow,
.e a regular occurrence then and we

were told no trains were running. But in
China, and in the unpredictable days in
which we lived for so many years hope
died hard, so nothing daunted, we packed
up sandwiches and water and made our
way to the station. We managed to get a
chair for my mother, the rest of us walked
down the hill. Arriving at the station we
learnt that all lines of communication
were down but that we could hang around
and board anything on wheels that might
pass by. The weather was grand, and
nearby was a reservoir and we were hot
and dirty. after the walk, so, clad in
pyjamas or whatever we had, we bathed.
Even our nether garments, 25 years ago,
had a definite touch of modesty about
them! Suffice it to say that the reservoir
was used for watering the engines and
not for drinking purposes! Just as we
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TO A SLEEPING DOG
You've had a busy day to-day, small pup,
Doing all the things you like to do;
I see you know that playing time is up
And that it's sleepy time for little dogf>

like you.

You gulped your breakfast nineteen to the
dozen,

And bustled out to make the daily rounds,
Pretending ev'ry neighbour was a cousin
Long-lost, beloved, in need of friendly

sounds.

You cast about for well chewed, whitened
bones

Deep in your cubby holes; and lying on
the grass.

You gnawed, accompanied by tl'eble
puppy tones;

Then sprawled out flat to watch the
steamers pass.

You scurried wildly after fleeing quail,
Routing them with ease; and, still in

haste,
You homed for supper, eager eyed and tail
Aloft, your ears .askew, and wistful faced.

And now you lie upon an easy chail'
Sleepy limbs are crying for a rest.
Your happiness is big enough to share
Giving smiles is what a pup does best.

P. lV1. W.

Cordova Bay Garage
HAHOLD GHAll'GER, Proprietor

Repairs - Service Calls - Gas & Oil

Howorth and Sidney Travers who have
moved up from the Cub Pack.

The complete strength of the troop is
now as follows:

Cyril Price, Scoutmaster.
Chas. Howorth, Assistant Scoutmaster.
Ken John, Scouter.
Dick Travers, Troop Leader.
Wolverine Patrol: Sam Ranson, Patrol

Leader; Bruce Hill, Vic. Lindal, Ian Ross,
Jim Waistell, Eric Moore, Sid. Travers.

Stag Patrol: Bill Lawton, Patrol
Leader; Dave McMorran, Brian Mc
Cosham, Dick Price, Bill Robbins, Dave
Genn, Neil Buckle, Don. Howorth.

Chas. Howorth.

I \VEEKDAYS . SUNDAYS
-!:Y. ~lor!l_ rdDVIhI' [Y. Ylclorll Cordm JI'!

I
T::l1I 7:00 9:45 10:15
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Our driur calls In the Cordova Say area on Mondays.
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SCOUT NEWS
On Wednesday evening, November 9th,

the Group Committee held their Annual
Meeting in McMorran's Coffee Shop.
Prior to the busines meeting, Mr. Vic.
Goddard the Scoutmaster of Royal Oak
Troop, showed some 180 color slides t.hat
he had taken on the trip to the FIrst
Canadian Scout Jamboree at Ottawa. The
scenes were of various places en route
and of the camp and activities at the
Jamboree. Mr. Goddard, assisted by Mr.
Don Hamer (secretary -at Greater Victoria
Scout Headquarters, who was also at the
Jamboree) gave an interesting running
commentary on the pictures.

Following the showing of the pictures,
the annual business meeting was held at
which the following officers were elected
for the coming year. Hon. President Geo.
Ross; President, Ken John; Vice-Presi
dent, Vic. Lindal; Recording Secretary,
:Mrs. Price; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs.
Lawton; Treasurer, Mrs. Howorth; Com
mittee Members, Mrs. Buckle, 1\1rs. Tra\-
ers, Mrs. Genn, Mr. Robbins.

Now that it is dark early in the eve
nings, activities at the weekly Scout meet
ings are confined mainly to the Scout
Hall. A start has been made on training
in Morse Code signalling and it is plan
ned to carry this on regularly through the
winter with the object of bringing all the
boys to a useful standard of proficiency
in this subject by spring. In addition,
pioneering will be studied by building
models of derricks, rope bridges, etc. Our
three First Class Scouts, Dick Travers,
Sam Ranson and Bill Lawton are working
intensively to qualify for the Ambulance
Man's Badge which is an essential badge
in the qualifications for a King's Scout.
At the November 18 meeting they passed
most of the tests under the examination
of Ken John and should be able to qualify
completely before the end of the month.

The Friday, October 21st meeting was
postponed until Saturday, October 22nd,
in order to take the troop on a visit to the
Dominion Astrophysical Observatory. It
made a very interesting and instructive
evening as a very clear account was given
to us of the history and construction of
the telescope as well as a description of
the type of research work being carried
on by the observatory staff.

At the November 18 meeting, a new re
cruit, Bill Robbins, was officially invested
as a member of the troop and received his
first badges and patrol shoulder knot.
Additional new recruits are Eric Moore
who joined the troop recently and Donnie




