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There are five positions open 
for election or re-election on 
the Board of Directors for a 
two-year term. 
In accordance with the Cordova 
Bay Association for Community 
Affairs bylaws section 4.4, the 
nominations committee for 
2015 has been appointed and 
consists of the following 
members:

Barb Lucas, Chair
250 658-8380 or 
bglucas@shaw.ca

Gloria Wills, Member at Large
250 686-1364 or 
g_wills@telus.ca

Rainer Lucas, Member at Large
250 658-8380 or 
rjlucas@shaw.ca

Please contact any member of 
the nominations committee if 
you are interested in being 
nominated to the Board or are 
planning present a nominee(s) 
for the board of directors.
Nominations may also be made 
from the floor of the annual 
general meeting by any two 
members in good standing. All 
nominees must be members of 
the society and be willing to 
stand for election. 

Wanted: Your Opinions for the Old Trio Site
By Roger Stonebanks, Cordova Bay Resident

Vancouver developer Aragon 
Properties has turned tables on the 
conventional approach to 
development. Instead of preparing a 
plan for presentation to the public 
for reaction, the company has come 
to Victoria the other way round - 
with virtually a clean slate and asking 
the public to first make 
presentations.

Aragon Properties completed 
purchase of the 26-acre Trio Ready-Mix site in December for $6.1 
million. It is renewing the planning process that the previous owner, the 
McLaren family, undertook in the 1990s which resulted in the current 
zoning of the property into three areas.

Working with architect Franc D'Ambrosio, "we are re-starting the 
planning process with the new name 'Triangle Hill' to reflect the future 
for the site," David Roppel, director of planning and development for 
Aragon, told The Cordovan.

Asked if Aragon foresees six-storey condos in the former Gravel Mart 
part of the property - permitted under the current zoning along with 
townhouses to a maximum of 110 dwelling units - he said, "It is too 
early to say what height buildings will be. That question will be 
informed by public input."

Asked if Aragon has decided against the currently-zoned mini-storage 
area in the north part of the property, he said it is "too early to 
determine uses and densities in particular nodes of the site." Then he 
added, "Aragon has not built mini-storage in the past."

What about the huge pile of dirt in the middle of the site? "The site will 
be regraded to reflect the urban design plan. The urban design plan will 
also be informed by existing topography."

As to any possible commercial part of the residential development, he 
said "We are open to a small commercial node on the site. That is one 
of the questions we will discuss at the public input workshops."

He said Aragon "would like to hear your input and your ideas for the 
property." He welcomes comments directly to him at - 
droppel@aragon.ca 

Roppel commented before the company's scheduled first of three 
community-input workshops on Feb. 21 (which was after The Cordovan's 
deadline). To keep up to date, please visit the Cordova Bay Association 
for Community Affairs website at www.cbasn.com/news which includes 
much background about this property.
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President's Corner
By Anthony Minniti, CBA President

This past year has been an 
exciting time in Cordova Bay.

The CBA has experienced an 
influx of development 
applications in 2014-2015. 
These applications have been 
of varying sizes and 

complexity, ranging from the 
large developments proposed by Aragon 
Developments on the former Trio lands, to lot 
subdivisions and infills. 

I encourage all residents to pay special 
attention to our website and emails from the 
CBA. We will endeavor to keep you informed. 
Importantly, we need your participation, as 
these developments will change our 
community, some in subtle ways, and some 
more profound. 

As well, we are undertaking our largest 
community project to date: an Interpretive 
and Wayfinding Sign, to be located in the north 
end of  Cordova Bay, adjacent to the Lochside 
Trail and in the vicinity of Matticks Farm. We 
expect this project to be completed in summer  
or late fall of 2015. More details will follow in 
subsequent newsletters. 

The board has also approved a ‘refresh’ of the 
CBA website - www.cbasn.com. We expect it 
will take a few months. Our goal is to simplify, 
update, and improve access and searchability 
on the website. 

Lastly, following our AGM in April, we will have 
a new board. I would like to thank all our 
Board of Directors for their dedicated work this 
year. I would like to acknowledge all the 
departing directors, Aaran, Sylvia, Lori, and 
Ed. Thank you for your long and committed 
service to our community. I also welcome any 
new community members standing for the 
board. 

Thank you all for ensuring that community 
residents have a dedicated and strong voice!

 

CBA membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair

In 2014, the number 
of members reached 
an all-time high of 
670. It seems evident 
that the Cordova Bay 
community is 
recognizing the 
efforts of our 
association and our 

programs like Cordova Bay Day, flyers 
and mailings, and our membership 
renewals program. Moving ahead, the 
association’s objectives continue to be 
creating a greater awareness of the 
Cordova Bay Association, increasing our 
membership, and involving more of our  
members in the community, our 
committees and events. Thanks to our 
long-standing supporters and the new members for 
stepping up. 

2014 Traffic Report
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair

Saanich has a new Director of Engineering 
and residents can look forward to a year 
when projects will be completed and new 
ones advanced. The new director has 
reviewed all the projects on the Cordova 
Bay Association list and you can find the 

results on our website.

The major projects the association wants to see resolved 
this year are:

• Bicycle lanes and traffic calming along Fowler
• Safer movement of traffic through the Claremont/

Cordova Bay Road intersection 
• Parking at Cordova Bay School 
• Speed restrictions on the ring road in Sunnymead

In addition, provincial engineers are 
reviewing the association’s proposal to 
change the timing of the lights at Haliburton 
and the highway so more vehicles can make 
a left turn each time the lights change. 

If you have a traffic concern, please contact 
any member of the board and ask them to 
bring it forward or you can contact Graham Shorthill at 
Shorthill@shaw.ca to discuss the options available. Enjoy 
safe enjoyable traveling this spring!

Page 2  The Cordovan

http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
mailto:Shorthill@shaw.ca
mailto:Shorthill@shaw.ca


Are You Ready for an 
Emergency?
By Lew Rogers and Chris Harbord, Cordova 
Bay Residents

Many Cordova Bay 
residents reported 
feeling the 
earthquake on 
January 7 and got 
to thinking about 
emergency 
preparedness. 
Everyone needs to 
be prepared for 
any major disaster including severe storms, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, or pandemics - 
the public agencies we normally rely on may 
not be immediately available in the event of a 
crisis. The District of Saanich and the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) recommend that 
residents be prepared to survive on their own 
for up to seven days following a disaster. Kits 
are available from a number of agencies in our 
area, such as the one pictured here. They 
contain a winding flashlight, AM/FM radio, 
siren and alarm clock, cell phone charger 
cable, nine meal food bars, water pouches, 
twelve hour lightsticks, foil blanket, dust 
mask, whistle, garbage bag, gloves, waterproof 
matches, candle and first aid supplies. 

The Cordova Bay 
Association has 
asked Saanich to 
provide a 
presentation to 
anyone 
interested, 
tentatively 
planned for the 
CB 55+ offices 
adjacent to 
Cordova Bay 
Elementary 

School. The date later this spring has yet to be 
determined. Watch for more information on 
the CBA website.

Further information about emergency 
preparedness is available online: 

• Saanich: www.saanich.ca 

• CRD: www.prepareyourself.ca 

• Emergency Management BC: 
www.embc.gov.bc.ca/em/
hazard_preparedness/Personal_Safety.html

• Emergency Preparedness Canada: 
www.getprepared.gc.ca/index-eng.aspx 

Former Cordovan Editor Has Died
Maurice Chazottes, who edited 
The Cordovan for the first 
decade of this century, died at 
his Cordova Bay home on 
January 2. He was 89. His busy 
and eventful life was marked by 
many community contributions 
which will remain his legacy. For 
full details – www.cbasn.com/
news – and scroll to “Maurice 
Chazottes: 1925-2015”.

Did You Know?
Saanich Archives has photos from 
Anne Pearson that were used as 
research material for her book 
Sea-Lake, published in 1981. The 
album includes photographs, 
ephemera and newspaper 
clippings all relating to the 
Cordova Bay and Elk Lake areas of 

Saanich from the 1890s to the 
1990s. The archives welcome 
inquiries by e-mail, phone, or 
in person at the public 
reference room located inside 
the Saanich Centennial Library. 
There is a behind-the-scenes 
look at the collection, 10 
a.m.-11 a.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each month.

What’s My House Worth Now?
By Ruth Klapauszak, Cordova Bay Resident

The Victoria Real Estate Board released its report on real 
estate activity in the Victoria area for 

January 2015. There are approximately 
24 active listings in Cordova Bay for 

single family homes, condos and 
townhouses right now.  The 

Multiple Listing Service® Home 
Price Index reports that the 

value of an average single family 
home in Cordova Bay in January 
2015 was $659,400, up from 
$640,800 last year.  Fewer listings 

and low interest rates make for an 
active real estate market. A total of 351 

properties sold in the Victoria region this January, an increase 
of 2.6% when compared to the 342 properties sold in the 
same month last year. 
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German Classes for All Ages 
and Levels

The Victoria 
German 
School (VGS) 
is a 
recognized 
heritage 

language school that has provided meaningful 
German language and cultural education on a 
non-profit basis to all interested residents in 
the Greater Victoria area for nearly 30 years. 

The school offers German language classes for 
children and adults, and organizes numerous 
cultural events within the community. A wide 
range of classes are offered, including German 
language introduction for pre-school and 
elementary levels, provincial high school 
credits, assistance in meeting German 
university requirements, and various adult 
classes. 

They welcome students of all ages and 
abilities, and boast a dedicated group of 
teachers who are involved in a variety of 
German cultural activities in the greater 
community. As well, they are a member of the 
Canadian Association of German Language 
Schools and the PASCH Partner School 
Initiative. For more information, check out 
their website www.victoriagermanschool.org 

Students!  Before you ask your mom 
to drive you 
downtown for 
stuff you need 
for a school 
project, why 
not check out 
the Super 
Duper Store in 
the Cordova 
Bay Plaza, 
5138 Cordova 
Bay Road. 
Paper, poster 
board, pens, utensils, and toys line the 
aisles. Check it out!  

New Year. New Name. Same People.
Pure Integrative Pharmacy on Cordova Bay Road will now be 
called Cordova Bay Pharmacy, IDA. The business will continue 

as a 100% locally-owned and 
operated community pharmacy with 
the same staff and ownership. Just 
the name is changing. 

In addition to compounded 
prescription and non-prescription 
items and post office services, 

Cordova Bay Pharmacy, IDA will 
continue to offer supplements, natural health and specialty 
products.  Foot care services will be offered by a licensed 
practical nurse on Tuesdays (by appointment only).  Dr. 
Sparanese with Vita Medical Clinic will continue to practice 
functional medicine in his office at Cordova Bay Pharmacy. 
Customers with Pure Rewards Cards may redeem their points 
until March 31, 2015.  Your continued support of this 
community business is greatly appreciated. 

Check In On The Web
Besides this newsletter, our 
community association has a 
great website packed with 
information. Penny Joppe 
has managed the Cordova 
Bay website for a number of 
years and continues to keep 
it up to date with 
information on many topics of interest to residents. 
Click on the links to businesses for information on 
upcoming events. For example, Art Knapp Garden 
Centre has sales on plants and pots to get you ready for 
spring. 
Take some time this week to go to www.cbasn.com/
index.php to explore all the information found there 
and support our local businesses. 

Cordova Bay Association for Community 
Affairs

P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road

Victoria V8Y 0A3

• President: cba.president@cbasn.com

• Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca

• Advertisements: cba-advertising@cbasn.com

• Website: www.cbasn.com/index.php

The Cordovan receives submissions from residents and members. The content is not officially endorsed 
by the CBA board prior to publication.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers 
Click on each logo for information. Click here for more information. Or contact Penny Joppe by phone: 
250-658-8566 or email: pen.ton@shaw.ca. 

Accommodation
Travel

Automotive

Accounting

Art and Leisure

Dining

Gardening
Services

Fitness, Hair, 
and Beauty

Health and 
Family
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Home
Improvements

Legal

Local 
Representatives 

and News

Pets

Realty and 
Mortgage 
Services

Shopping
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