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President's corner
By Anthony Minniti, CBA President

It is my pleasure to 
introduce our new team of 
community volunteers, 
Ruth Klapauszak, Chris 
Harbord, Anahita Ariana, 
and Maureen Owen, who 
are spearheading The 
Cordovan. Roger 
Stonebanks, past 

president, will continue his 
excellent investigative reports and topical 
articles. Importantly, I would like to thank 
Penny Joppe, who the led The Cordovan team 
for many years, and worked tirelessly to write, 
edit, provide photos, and engage community 
advertisers. We are grateful that she will 
continue to maintain the CBA website.

After a brilliant summer, the CBA Board is 
engaged in a very active development period. 
This is a very interesting time, and we have 
the opportunity to contribute and debate some 
significant issues:

- The proposed rezoning and expansion of the 
Cordova Bay Community Club (Sutcliffe 
Drive)

- The proposed rezoning and development of 
4655 Cordova Bay Rd (creating 10 bare lot 
stratas)

- The proposed rezoning and development of 
785 Haliburton and 4932 Welsey Rd (a seven-
lot development)

I would ask the community at large to follow 
our website and Saanich planning, read the 
Cordovan, check out the Community Kiosk at 
the plaza, and talk to your neighbours. Please 
share your thoughts on these and other 
developments in our community. 

Lastly, Saanich is considering how they will 
update all the community Local Area Plans 
(LAPs), Cordova Bay included. You can follow 
these developments on the Saanich and CBA 
websites. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Harvest Celebrations!

Cordova Bay Day 2013
By Sylvia Burkhardt, CBA

The 10th annual Cordova 
Bay Day, which took place 
on Saturday, June 22nd, was 
the CBA’s biggest and best 
annual community 
celebration day yet. 

Held at two locations, St. 
David by the Sea Anglican 
Church and Cordova Bay 
Plaza on a sunny, warm day, 

1500 people of all ages came to join the fun. 

Several local classic car clubs displayed their finest cars at 
the Plaza, where local bands played to the crowd. At St. 
David by the Sea Anglican Church, there was a market-place 
of local businesses, information booths from several 
organizations, DJ music, a variety of food vendors, and 
entertainment for the children. 

Many businesses, organizations and individuals donated 
generously towards this special day allowing us to raise 
close to $1,100 from the 
sale of raffle prize tickets 
and vendor tables to be 
used for community 
projects such as benches 
in the parks or bus stops 
and donations to non-
profit organizations. 

It was great to see such 
wonderful community 
spirit, making it an 
enjoyable day for all. We 
look forward to seeing everybody again next June at 
Cordova Bay Day 2014. 
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Traffic update
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair

The end of September will see 
the completion of the work at 
the Sayward/Pat Bay Highway 
junction, including removal of 
the house on the south east 
corner and creation of a new bus 
stop at that location. 

The Sayward-Hunt-Fowler 
junction, a bit behind schedule, 
will also be completed in 
September. The improved 
intersection, side walk and formal 
bike lanes will contribute to safer 
commuting along Fowler Road.

The 
promised ‘new’ bus 
shelter for the plaza 
is expected to be 
installed this fall 
once a used one is 
available as part of 
an upgrade by 
Sannich and BC 
Transit. 

A detailed report of 
all traffic issues is 

available on the Cordova Bay Association website.  
Additional items can be added to the list by 
contacting the Traffic Chair of CBA. Check it out 
and provide feedback.

CBA membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair

Membership in 
the Cordova Bay 
Association 
(CBA) is at an 
all-time high at 
610 members. 
The more 
people 
represented by 
the association, 

the stronger our voice and 
influence with the District of 
Sannich as it considers planning and 
development in our community.  
Join now and your membership will 
be for the remainder of this year 
and 2014. Thank you for your 
continuous support of CBA.

Planning update
Arran McLellan & Ed Boomars, Planning Chairs 

As always, a number 
of new applications 
and proposals are 
being examined in the 
Cordova Bay Area 
including one at 4655 
Cordova Bay Rd 

for ten lots and 785 Haliburton/
4932 Wesley Rd for a seven-lot subdivision. A 
four-lot subdivision at 5197 Delmonte was 
recently turned down by council.

The Cordova Bay Association board and the 
Sannich Council recognise that the LAP (local 
area plan), last updated in 1998, requires some 
revision to reflect the current conditions in our 
community. We are 
encouraged that 
residents of our 
community speak out 
loud and clear on 
issues related to the 
habitat and wildlife in the area and as such, are 
opposed to large in-fill developments. We work 
to balance the needs of residents and the LAP in 
order to preserve the natural beauty of our 
unique community. 

“What do you wonder about?”
This was the question posed to 
students in Cordova Bay Elementary 
and is a driving force behind the 
learning goals in every classroom.

Cordova Bay first opened its doors 
in 1946 with four classrooms, 86 
pupils, no heating system, 
unfinished floors and outdoor 

plumbing. Sixty-seven years later, there are 244 
students in Kindergarten to Grade 5 working with 30 
teachers and educational assistants. The local 
population is enhanced by some students who travel 
from the greater Victoria area.

A renovation to the school facility is planned to begin 
in May 2014.  “It will include an addition of four new 
classrooms designed for 21st century learning.  
Following this phase, a portion of the school will be 
deconstructed and rebuilt to appropriately house our 
Learning Commons (formerly 'the library'), technology 
center and additional learning space.  During the 
renovation, students will continue to receive their 
educational programs within the remainder of the 
building,” said Principal Kelly Urarii. The school’s 
philosophy of inquiry-based learning is having an 
impact on the children as they critically evaluate 
information and find more and more things to wonder 
about.
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Local Blackberries
By Maureen Owen & Ruth Klapauszak, CBA members

How many times did you think of going blackberry 
picking this summer?  There are three main species of 
blackberries, or marionberries,  in the Victoria region.

Trailing Blackberry, or rubus 
ursinus, the native one, is 
seen sprawling and trailing 
along the ground. Its berries 
are small and sometimes on 
the sour side. To get the best 
-tasting fruit, pick only the 
very darkest berries. 

The main introduced species, Himalayan Blackberry, or 
rubus armeniacus, 
originated in Armenia and 
appeared in BC in the 
1970’s. It is an aggressive, 
invasive plant that can 
quickly turn open areas 
into dense thickets of 
impenetrable brambles. 
The berries are large and 
sweet, but watch out for 
the thorny stalks.  

The least common 
invasive species of 
blackberry is known as 
the Cutleaf or Evergreen 
Blackberry, rubus 
laciniatus, almost 
identical in colour and 
taste to the Himalayan 
variety.

Visitors will often comment how plentiful the 
blackberries are while residents aren’t always as 
pleased to see them. Saanich's ‘Controlling invasive 
plants on your property’ brochure provides 
information on controlling these and other invasive 
plants. 

Visit http://saanich.ca/living/natural/pdf/
Saanich_invas_Feb_2012.pdf

Regardless of what type of blackberry you choose to 
pick, all are high in antioxidants and a half cup has 
contains much fiber as 3/4 cup of brown rice. Eaten 
fresh, warmed in the microwave with a little sugar 
and cinnamon and served over ice cream, or cooked 
into a syrup or jam, these berries are easy to come by 
and good on so many levels. You still have a few days 
this fall to get out there and pick some. 

Pulling Together
By Shelagh Levey, community member

Pulling Together is a volunteer group 
working to rid the forests of invasive ivy on 
both public and private property. Saanich 
Parks provides tools, insurance, training 
and tree health assessments.  English ivy 
thrives in our mild climate, smothering 

native plants and weighing down trees as it climbs the 
trunks. It blocks sunlight, preventing photosynthesis so 
that the tree eventually dies.

It is very easy to remove ivy from trees.  Cut the vines 
off the trunk as high as you can reach from the 
ground. Pull them down to the ground and roll them 
up like a carpet.  Vines still on the tree, above the 
cut, won't survive without a root base.  Ivy needs to 
be carefully disposed of because it will readily root 
again. Take all plant parts, in garbage bags labelled 
‘invasive species’, to Hartland Landfill which accepts 
invasive species.  

In the fall, the volunteers will work in Doumac Park. 
There are jobs for people of all ages and energy 
levels.  If you would like to join the volunteer ivy 
pullers, please contact Shelagh Levey 
at karibu123@gmail.com or 250 704 0447.  

www.saanich.ca/living/environment/pdf/volunteer/
PullingTogetherVolunteerProgramManual.pdf

Did You Know?
In 1790, a Spanish navy sailed into a safe harbour on 
the south end of Vancouver Island. They honored the 
46th viceroy of Mexico by naming the harbour after 
him - Don Antonio M. Bucareli y Ursua Henestrosa 
Lasso de la Vega Villacis y Cordova. In 1842, officers of 
the Hudson's Bay 
Company shortened the 
name and transferred it 
to the area we now 
know as Cordova Bay. 
But an error made in 
the map labelling 
referred to the area as 
Cormorant Bay. It 
wasn’t until 1912 that 
the error was finally 
corrected and the 
Cordova Bay story began. Source: BC Geographical 
Names Office 
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Cordova Bay Trails
By Chris Harbord, CBA member

Cordova Bay is an active community and many 
residents take advantage of the many trails suitable 
for walking, running and biking. Most neighbourhoods 
have trails that serve as shortcuts between streets, 
rewarding the user with safe, quieter and faster ways 
to travel from point A to B.

In 2003, there were 
approximately 85 km of 
trails in Saanich. 
Completion of the 
multi-year Centennial 
Trails project will add 
14 km of new trails and 
30 km of improved 
trails to the overall 
system. 

Anyone wanting to 
explore can view 
Saanich’s web site 
which features maps and information. The trail map 
for Cordova Bay is available at http://
www.saanich.ca/parkrec../parks/trails/pdf/
SaanichParksBroadmead2012.pdf. 

Hard copies of the trail guide are available at Saanich 
Parks office, the Municipal Hall and all Saanich 
Recreation Centres.

The CRD also has a network of more than 80 km of 
multi-use trails passing through and connecting 
communities. Regional trail and park maps are 
available at: http://www.crd.bc.ca/parks/map.htm.

Trail Etiquette 

• Share the trail. Show consideration for others.
• Please keep to the right except when passing.
• Control your 

speed, yield to 
slower moving 
trail users.

• Warn others 
when passing.

• Control and 
clean up after 
your pets.

• Respect the 
environment and 
neighbours, keep 
to the trail. 

Upcoming Events

Cordova Bay Fastball U18/Midget 'B' 
Blackout Tryouts

September 21-22, 2013 3:00 pm-4:30 pm
Lochside Park

Inquiries: Derek Brooker dbrooker63@gmail.com

Police K9 Championships
Sunday September 22, 9:00 am-4:00 pm

UVic Centenniel Stadium

Enjoy this family-friendly free event. Watch police 
dogs in action as they compete for 'top dog' awards.

Halloween Spooktacular by Saanich District
Thursday October 31, 3:00 pm-5:30 pm

Tillicum Mall & Pearkes Rec Centre
Event Info:  250.475.5400

"On the Ridge” Juried Craft Fair
Saturday November 2, 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Cordova Bay United Church Hall
813 Claremont Avenue

With Classical guitarist, Brad Prevedoros.
 $2 admission for charity. Wheelchair accessible.

What can we really do about poverty?
Friday November 8, 6:00 pm-9:00 pm

and Saturday November 9, 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Elk Lake Baptist Church

To register: www.fhcanada.org/bootcamp

Attend A Poverty Revolution Boot Camp sponsored 
by Food for the Hungry Canada to better understand 

the origins of poverty and develop a healthy 
personal response to issues of poverty around the 

world.

Remembrance Day
Monday November 11, 10:45 am-12:30 pm

Saanich Municipal Hall Cenotaph

The Cordovan receives submissions from residents and members. The content is not officially endorsed by 
the CBA board prior to publication.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers 
Click on each logo for information. Click here for more information. Or contact Penny Joppe by phone: 
250-658-8566 or email: pen.ton@shaw.ca.

Accommodation
& Travel

Dining &
Recreation

Gardening
Services

Health & 
Community

Local Media
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Home
Improvements

Professional 
Services

Realty & 
Mortgage 
Services

Shopping
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