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Cordova Bay Community Leadership Awards 
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President 
Three individuals and one organization were recognized for their contributions to Cordova Bay at the Cordova 
Bay Community Leadership Awards event on the evening of June 21st at the Cordova Bay 55+ Association 
Centre. 

The Cordova Bay Leadership Awards is 
sponsored by the Cordova Bay Association 
for Community Affairs, in partnership with 
the Saanich News and other community 
businesses. Elizabeth May, MP for Saanich 
and Gulf Islands, presented the awards. 

The three individuals recognized this year 
were: 

Kelly Urarii, Cordova Bay Elementary 
School Principal. She became the principal 
of Cordova Bay Elementary in 2012, but has 
been teaching since 1985. “I went into 
teaching because, first of all, I love 
children and see them as our future. 
Anything I can do to help them along the 
way is a wonderful honour for me,” said 
Urarii. A visit to the school, and watching 
Urarii in action, offers a clear indication 
that she does make a difference. Children 
greet her in the hallways with smiles and 
waves and she, in turn, not only knows 
their names, but is aware of each of their 
interests, hopes, challenges and skills. She 
is, quite simply, the sort of teacher/principal that every child deserves. Beyond her exemplary work as an 
educator and administrator, she spends her free time volunteering with CARTS outreach, Canada Comforts, Best 
Babies and Mount Edwards Transition House. 

Brock Smith, Scout Group Leader for the 5th Tsarslip Cordova Bay Scout group since 2003, a role he’s taken on 
with enthusiasm and a caring attitude. Himself a scout as a boy, Smith has always been an advocate of scouting 
because of the values and skills that young people gain as a result of their membership. As the group leader he 
now co-ordinates all of the scouting sections including not only the Scouts, but Beavers, Cubs and Venturers as 
well. Smith’s leadership has seen the program grow, and this year, nearly 50 young people are part of the 5th 
Tsarslip program. 

Roger Stonebanks served as the president of the Cordova Bay Association for seven years, during which time he 
helped to resolve issues surrounding the Haliburton Farm, the Story Lane development and Story Lane Park; a 
treed 2.9-acre park for which Stonebanks negotiated the donation. Stonebanks and his wife have been residents 
of Cordova Bay since 1983 and he has served his community in so many ways it’s almost impossible to list all his 
contributions. His work as a fundraiser was also significant for the community. “My philosophy is simple. Do 
what you can to make good things happen and stop bad things from happening,” said Stonebanks. His work in 
Cordova Bay has undoubtedly done both. 

Awards Continued on page 2  

Front	left	to	right:		Kelly	Urarii	(Cordova	Bay	Elementary	School),	Elmarie	
Roberts	(Haliburton	Farms),	Elizabeth	May	(MP,	Saanich	&	Gulf	Islands),	Mitchell	Sora		
(Saanich	News).	Back	left	to	right:	Chris	Wieczorek	(from	Lana	Popham’s	ofPice),	Brock	Smith	
(5th	Tsarslip	Cordova	Bay	Scouts),	Graham	Shorthill	(accepted	for	Roger	Stonebanks),	Kate	
Phoenix	(Beach	House	Restaurant).		Photo	Credit	—	Saanich	News

http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
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Awards Continued from page 1  

Haliburton Community Organic Farm was honoured 
with this year’s award for organizations. Established in 
2002, the farm is operated entirely by volunteers, with 
the goal of providing stewardship for the land, working 
to help educate farmers, students and the community 
in general about farming and the concept of food 
security, and growing food in harmony with nature. All 
of this has been done through an incredible program of 
community involvement. “I wish there were more 
places like Haliburton Farm,” said Elmarie Roberts, one 
of the farm’s board of directors. “It’s critical for our 
future that we find ways of raising food in harmony 
with the ecosystem that surrounds us.”  

President's Corner  
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President 

I hope you enjoyed a wonderful 
summer in and around our beautiful 
community of Cordova Bay. 

Your Cordova Bay Association (CBA) 
board has been busy over the 
summer and early fall. We moved 
from PayPal to E-Transfers for new 
memberships and membership 

renewals. Just go to the membership page on the CBA 
website to see how easy it is to renew your 
membership. We also just started using MailChimp for 
email communications with our members. We held a 
Q&A session for our membership at the beginning of 
our September board meeting. Several members 
attended and we had a good discussion about traffic 
issues, development projects, the Local Area Plan  
update process, and lack of affordable housing in our 
community. 

Of particular interest, in September, Saanich council 
approved the rezoning of a 1952 single-family house 
on a one-acre lot at 5197 Del Monte Ave., into five 
houses on five lots. They are all to be built to 
standards that make them well-insulated and energy 
efficient so they are characterized as “passive” in 
their energy requirements. Saanich council hoped 
this approval will encourage other projects to 
embrace higher standards for energy-efficient 
houses. The houses will have solar panels to generate 
electricity, and there will be net-zero energy 
consumption from the power grid. The homes will 
come with secondary suites, providing a mortgage-
helper option for the owners and all will be accessed 
from a cul-de-sac off of Walema Ave. Residents on 
‘the ridge’ were split in their support of the 
rezoning. Concerns expressed were with regard to 
the increased traffic and the density of the 
development. The CBA had no objections to this 
rezoning, and requested that the net zero 

commitment be secured by covenant and that 
community contributions go towards sidewalks and 
pedestrian safety improvements along Del Monte Ave.  

In closing, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to 
Roger Stonebanks, former CBA President and long-time 
contributor to the Cordovan newsletter. Roger and his 
wife have recently moved away from Cordova Bay and 
Roger will no longer be writing articles for the 
Cordovan. Best wishes Roger, we will miss you very 
much. 

Please note that feedback and suggestions can be 
made to the board at any time by email to 
cba.president@cbasn.com. 

CBA Membership 
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair 

It’s been said many times but bears 
repeating, the voice of an active 
membership gets heard, and even 
better if we can demonstrate 
continuous growth in numbers.  

The current membership includes 
730, however, there are 91 
members pending renewal this 
year, and 40 from 2017. Renewal 

notices were sent in early September. If you haven’t 
already, please do take the time to renew your 
membership. Please note, if you haven’t renewed 
since 2017, you will be removed from the contact list 
this coming January. 

Annual memberships cost only $10 per household. For 
more information, please visit the Membership page on 
the website - www.cbasn.com/membership/ 

Thank you. 

mailto:cba.president@cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com/membership/
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Transportation Report 
By Linda Vallee and Dave Mitton 

The CBA has three 
Transportation 
Committee members on 
the Cordova Bay Local 
Area Plan (LAP) Advisory 
Committee: Alex Izett, 
Candace Nagy, and Dave 
Mitton. Traffic speed and 

volume on Cordova Bay Road and overall safety for 
pedestrians, bikes is bound to come up in the final 
LAP. LAP committee has held six meetings.  

Improvements to the sidewalk on the lower slope of 
Haliburton have been completed. We look forward to 
the inclusion of a sidewalk and bike path on the west 
side, now just an open ditch. Our thanks to Ashley 
Foster and the Saanich engineering team! 

The Transportation Committee has placed safety as 
our primary purpose in suggestions and 
recommendations we make. 

We plan to make a delegation to Saanich Council, 
where our main focus will be safety on all Cordova 
Bay roads, but centering on Fowler, Cordova Bay Rd 
and  Ash Roads. 

The old gas station property on the Fenn Rd - 
Cordova Bay Rd corner has sold. Saanich has asked 
the Cordova Bay Association what community 
amenities will be needed - also vehicle entry and exit 
to and from the site need suggestions. Send 
suggestions to Lynda or Dave.  

Improvements are needed to the dangerous corner at 
Fenn and Parker to make it safer. This needs 
immediate attention. 

The Cunninghams Fas Gas re-development of the site 
at the southwest corner of Highway 17 & Sayward is 
still pending. We have seen artist sketches of 
possibilities for the site. Saanich asked for input from 
CBA as to traffic entering or exiting, on to Highway 
17 (going south) or on to Sayward (going east/west).   

From the BC Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Dave Edgar, PEng, gave the CBA 
Transportation Committee meeting an overview of 
their plans along Highway 17. Their current priority is 
for the dangerous exit from the highway onto Keating 
X Road to get a vehicle overpass and a pedestrian 
‘flyover’.      

We have met with Gordon Head Resident Association 
reps Leslie Machan and Barb Tabata to see how we 
can support their initiative “Fix Ash Road Now”, after 
the tragic accident where a little girl was struck in a 
crosswalk at Ash Road and Torquay Dr.Lindsay Taylor 
(Senior Transit planner BC Transit) told our 

Transportation Committee at its September meeting 
they are doing a ‘Local Area Transit Plan’. Watch the 
CBA website for opportunities to participate. 

Planning Committee Report 
Ross Marshall and David Cronkhite 

The Development Permit 
for the plaza site at 
5120/5144 Cordova Bay 
Road was approved by 
Council on January 29, 
and demolition of the 
old buildings have been 
completed. Rock 
material has been placed 

on site for use as ramps during the excavation. 
Archeological sampling is complete and excavation is 
underway. The CBA has submitted a letter to staff and 
council regarding the as yet unaddressed traffic 
concerns at and near this site. Also a judicial review in 
B.C. Supreme Court is scheduled to take place on 
October 15th to review the approval of the project by 
Saanich Council. At time of writing, a decision is not 
known.  

The Aragon proposal 
for the Trio lands at 
Cordova Bay Road and 
Fowler Road is under 
redesign, and there 
has been not further 
communication with 
the developer since 
the spring. 

A presentation to subdivide 5197 Del Monte into five 
lots was approved by Saanich Council allowing for five 
passive energy homes and possible secondary suites.  

The CBA wrote a Do Not Support referral notice to 
Saanich regarding 5488 Patricia Bay Highway, known as 
the Fas Gas site. The notice did not object to the 
proposed development, but does cite concerns with 
traffic movement and the closing of Hamsterly Road. 
Saanich staff have requested a traffic study and the 
developer is questioning the amount of offsite upgrade 
and amenities fund contribution being requested. 

We note that the Pinnacle at Hill Rise at 5331 Cordova 
Bay Road has is now at its final height of eight 
storeys. The projected move-in dates are in late 
summer/early fall 2019. This development was 
approved by council in 2008.  

A proposal to split two lots at 4900 and 4904 Cordova 
Bay Rd into three lots, RS-12 is being made and will be 
presented to the CBA.  
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The site at 5229 Cordova Bay Road (corner of Cordova 
Bay and Fenn roads)  has been sold to three local 
investors. The developer is in the early stages of the 
project and has not started preliminary design work. 
Cascadia Architects, the team that designed the Tall 
Tree building at Mattick’s Farm, will be working with 
the developer. The project team will be closely 
reviewing and keeping apprised of the process to 
update the Cordova Bay Local Area Plan, with the 
goal of ensuring the proposal meets the vision, goals, 
and objectives of the neighbourhood. The developer 
has also engaged Sam Ganong of Curate 
Developments to lead the community engagement 
and rezoning/development permit process for the 
property. Any inquiries regarding the property can be 
directed to Sam (email: 
sam@curatedevelopments.com phone: (250) 
589-3254). 

Several CBA Board members and an area group have 
organized meetings to identify possible sites for 
affordable housing.  There are many variations of 
“affordable housing”, from heavily subsidized to 
slightly less than market value.  The goal would be to 
increase the supply of homes for workers and seniors 
in our neighbourhood. A suitable site is first required.  

Cordova Bay Local Area Plan 
Update 

By Barb Lucas and Dave Mitton 

In 2017 the District of Saanich began the process of 
updating Local Area Plans.  These plans will guide 
growth and future development in the local area for 
the next 20 to 30 years.  Cordova Bay’s Local Area 
Plan was last updated in 1998.  

An Advisory Committee (AC) was established in late 
January 2018. 
The role of the 
12-member 
Advisory 
Committee is 
to provide 
advice and 
local context 
to the Saanich 
staff planning 
team, support 
community 
engagement 
activities and 
encourage participation.  The CBA Board has 
encouraged resident participation through email 
notifications to members, facebook and twitter 
posts, and notices on the CBA website and bulletin 
board at Mattick’s Farm. 

The Cordova Bay LAP process is being led by Pam 
Hartling, Saanich Planning.  Cam Scott, also of Saanich 
Planning, is in attendance at all meetings. There are 2 
members from the CBA Board on the AC – Barb Lucas 
and Dave Mitton.   Alex Izett also sits on the AC, but as 
an independent, as does Candace Nagy (CBA 
Transportation Committee Community Member).  

To date, community engagement and consultation has 
included: 

• A project website page on the Saanich website 
(ongoing)    

• An online survey which was open from April 28th to 
May 27th (194 people completed the survey) 

• 2 community visioning open houses held on April 
28th (about 180 attendees) and May 2nd (about 120 
attendees) 

• 2 Village Design workshops to help shape the future 
of Cordova Bay Village, held on May 24th and 25th, 
with a public presentation of the results held on May 
26th.  The full report from this workshop, which 
makes very interesting reading, is posted on Saanich 
website. 

• The AC has met 5 times – Feb.22, March 7, May 14, 
June 27 and Aug.28.   

• Results from the survey, open houses and workshops 
have been analyzed by Saanich staff and reviewed by 
the AC. Three most frequently identified themes 
became evident from feedback; as a result 3 
additional workshops are planned for this fall / 
winter to focus on (1) traffic, (2) housing and land 
use, and (3) community amenities and natural areas.  
Stay tuned for date/time details! 

• An additional workshop, titled “Pizza & Planning 
Pop-Up Workshop”, was held October 3, 2018.  The 
impetus for this workshop was to try to reach the 
younger demographic living in Cordova Bay to ensure 
their voices were heard as part of future planning 
for Cordova Bay. The workshop was very well 
attended with 70 adults; 45 children minded by 2 
volunteer student child-minders and 2 Saanich 
Recreational staff; and 6 Saanich staff facilitators in 
attendance.  Success was felt to be due to the offer 
of child-minding, pizza, and hosting the event at the 
5:30pm time slot on a week day.   The workshop 
followed a similar process as others, focusing on the 
categories of 1) transportation and mobility; 2) 
housing and land use; and 3) community amenities.  
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Getting to Know Your Board 
By Debbie Sherwood 

181 years – Counted together, that’s how many years 
CBA board members have lived in this community. A 
few moved here a few years ago, and one has lived 
here his whole life, attending Cordova Bay 
Elementary, Royal Oak Jr High and Claremont High 
School. 

Some board members are now retired, some still 
active in their careers. They bring to the table 
experience and expertise from a wide range of 
occupations and industries: business, finance, 
engineering, information technology, construction 
and construction management, pharmaceutical & 
biotech R&D, real estate, media and government 
relations.  

We asked board members to name their favourite 
Cordova Bay experiences. The celebrated Cordova 
Bay Golf Course garnered several votes, as did 
Cordova Bay’s beaches, trails, water sports and dog 
walking. Add to that list: 

“Adrienne’s for tea, and the Beach House for Happy 
Hour” 

“The view of the Bay from the top of Mt Doug” 

“The view from the bench atop the hill at the end of 
Bramble Court” 

“The chip trail from Lochside to the water tower up 
off Wesley” 

In addition to the CBA, board members find time to 
volunteer with many other organizations, such as: 
Chamber of Commerce, Saanich Police Board, BC 
Children’s Hospital, BC Cancer Foundation, Greater 
Victoria Art Gallery, Urban Development Institute, to 
name only a few. They join Parent Advisory Councils, 
coach sports, plan and promote public events all over 
Victoria.  

We asked, why do you think it’s important to be 
involved in your community? 

“To help the community grow in a healthy and 
vibrant way.” 

“I believe in giving back to the community in any way 
that you can. That’s what makes communities great.” 

“To try and help improve the community, using my 
past professional experience and to provide objective 
input toward the many changes that are happening in 
Cordova Bay.” 

“Volunteering allows me to choose where and how to 
make a difference. It’s easy to get inspired with a 
cause you truly care about – and it’s rewarding to see 
the direct impact as a result of your efforts.“  

“If I want to live in a community, then I need to 
contribute to create a community that shares common 
attitudes, interests and goals.”   

And the final word comes from Tim Kane: 

“It's our common interests that unite us; this unity 
gives our voice resonance and legitimacy when 
addressing municipal and provincial stakeholders on 
the issues that affect our community, such as traffic 
and development, security, recreation and education. I 
believe that our community voices shape the evolution 
of our neighbourhoods, our villages, and our region.”  

Cordova Bay Day 2018 
By Randy Otto 

The Cordova Bay Association was proud to organize and 
sponsor the 15th Cordova Bay Day this year on 
Saturday, June 23. This annual event gets more 
popular every year with residents, friends, and visitors 
celebrating the beginning of summer in our wonderful 
neighbourhood.  

This year, as 
with most 
years, the 
weather was 
ideal and from 
11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. people 
roamed up and 
down Cordova 
Bay Road to 
check out the 
activities at 
three venues. St. David’s Church had an inflatable play 
structure for the children which was sponsored by 
Lana Popham, display tables with crafts and 
information both inside and outside, and for a short 
while, a Saanich Fire pumper truck for kids and grown-
ups to climb on.  

Drinks and snacks were provided by the Cordova Bay 
Preschool, BBQ hot dogs were served by the German 
School, and loads of free popcorn was given out. Live 
music made the atmosphere even better as Steve 
Palen played all through the day.  
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A couple of blocks down the road, a collector car 
show was held in the parking lot of Cordova Bay 

Elementary/55+. 
People enjoyed 
looking at the rare 
vehicles and 
talking to the 
proud owners. We 
saw hot rods and 
customs, sports 
cars, military 
vehicles, police 
cruiser, a trike, 
and even Bill 

Okell’s award-
winning race car. Live music by Burke Rosen 
serenaded the onlookers all day.   

Farther up the strip at Mattick’s Farm, the Red Barn 
featured their well known Barn-B-Que selling 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and veggie burgers. Mattick’s 
had live music, as well as displays and 
demonstrations by some of their merchants.   

Cordova Bay Day is not a fundraising venture as no 
revenues are earned with the exception of some 
donations. The Cordova Bay Association funds this 
event for the enjoyment of the community. The CBA 
organizers plan on continuing this tradition and invite 
members who may wish to be involved to contact 
them now for next year’s Cordova Bay Day.  

Special thanks to these supporters: 

St. David’s Church 
Cordova Bay Pre-School 

Mattick’s Farm 
Cordova Bay 55+ 

The Century Group 
CBA Board Members 

Lana Popham 
Times-Colonist 
Rick Whalley 
Saanich News 

Victoria German School 
Cordova Bay Elementary 

Okell Motorsports 
Saanich Fire Department 

Saanich Police 
Canadian Forces 

We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The 
Cordovan. The next issue will be out in February. If 
you have suggestions for articles, drop us a line at 
letter-to-editor@cbasn.com 

In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay 
Association website  www.cbasn.com for news and 
articles of interest. 

Saanich Municipal Elections – All 
Candidates Meeting 
By Barb Lucas, CBA Rep on the ACM Joint Planning 
Committee 

On October 2, 2018, the Cordova Bay Association 
(CBA), Blenkinsop Valley Community Association and 
Broadmead Area Residents’ Association (BARA) co-
hosted an All Candidates Meeting (ACM) in the lead up 
to municipal elections on October 20, 2018. 

The ACM was held at the Claremont Ridge Theatre with 
doors opening at 6:15 p.m. and introductions, 
questions and closing remarks running from 7-9:30 
p.m.  The high level of interest in this upcoming 
election was evident with a full house and the need, 
unfortunately, to turn people away at the door due to 
capacity fire regulations. 

In attendance were all 18 council candidates and three 
of the four mayoral candidates (Fred Haynes, Richard 
Atwell and Rob Wickson). The event began with the 
Chair (Tim Kane of CBA) welcoming attendees, 
introducing candidates, and outlining rules and format 
for the evening.  With this extensive lineup and limited 
amount of time, the organizing committee had made 
the decision early on in the planning process to do pre-
submitted questions only and short time  limits for 
responses.  There were more questions submitted than 
time allocated, but the committee felt the themes of 
most pre-submitted questions were addressed by the 
candidates (by moderator Sophie Siebert of BARA).   

Many thanks to all three community association 
volunteers for organizing and managing the event.  We 
welcome all feedback – to cba.president@cbasn.com  

The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3 times per 
year by the Cordova Bay Association for Community 
Affairs. The opinions expressed are not those of the 
Association Board unless specifically stated. 

P.O. Box 41003 
5166 Cordova Bay Road 

Victoria V8Y 0A3 
President: cba.president@cbasn.com 

Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca 
Advertisements:  

cba-advertising@cbasn.com 
Website: www.cbasn.com 

mailto:cba.president@cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers  

For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From 
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.  
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