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SPINDRIFT

August, 1952

ASIDES

A couple of years ago the good man
(g.m. for short) and I, along with an-
other couple and two independent spirits,
female of the species, sallied forth on a
camping-fishing expedition. We were def-
initely determined to catch some whop-
pers.

Sports casters were assuring all and
sundry that the fish were biting. Big ones
were being hauled in daily at Mill Bay,
Cowichan, Alberni, Campbell River. The
whole island was alive with fish, or rather
the waters on and around it were.

So, as I say, we sallied forth with high
expectations, first stop, Mill Bay. We
fished.

Next stop, Little Qualicum. We fished.

On we rode to Campbell River to camp
this time at Elk Falls. Here we nearly
joined the fish. The rain was the kind
you can swim in.

“Those big trees,” we said, “will protect
us from the worst of it.”

Ha!

To put it in a nutshell, after one night
there we didn’t fish, we broke camp.- Two
days later our gear was reasonably dry.

We sped south again making for Cam-
eron Lake. The skies cleared and we
cheered. '

En route the g.m. spotted the sign an-
nouncing “Horne Lake—b5 Miles.” Aha!
A site we’d never visited. So we stopped
short, flagged down our cohorts and al-
tered course.

The vintage of our car of that era as-
sured us of lead position in the caravan.
Otherwise we couldn’t hope to mount the
hills without resorting to creeper. An
aging Austin it was. We had to run hard
at them.

At any rate, we decided to give the
mosquitoes of Horne Lake a taste of us
and save the treat for the Cameron Lake
ones until another day.

However, we weren’t confronted by
hordes of the little beasts and were quite
elated. Instead, our first meal found us
ambushed by other uninvited guests, also
of the winged variety. It is a bit difficult
to eat corn on the cob when the odd dozen
of wasps are intent on it at the same time.

While there, an old timer loaned us a
boat and told us of two caves, complete
with stalagmites and stalactites. These
were near an old logging road, which
road, he said, carried through to Alberni.

Consequently we looked for caves, found
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a cave—wrong one, camped, fished a
stream full of trout, and carried on in
search of Alberni. After steering through
what became a maze of logging roads
we arrived atop a summit with Alberni
at our feet.

Gaily we rolled on. Our little rattler
took the plunge down a short slope of
a mere 45 degrees. We waved the others
back and looked to see what confronted
us next. It was a long incline that dropped
—whoops—Ilike this /.

Well, at least the other car could haul
us up again. We could forget our short
cut and go the long way round. But, quote
Ozark Ike, “moan,” unquote, our fellow-
sufferers had followed and were parked
tail light to bumper.

What can’t go up has gotta go down,
and down we went.

Who has lowered a couple cf cars by
ropes? Or rebuilt a road gouged out by
spring runoff? Or tied a car to a tree
just in time to save it from rolling over?
We went through the book.

When we did reach down, the road led
us straight into a gravel pit fenced off
completely from our objective on the other
side. After our hillside trek more than
a mere fence was needed to stop us. We
simply removed a section, drove through,
replaced it, crossed an unknown farmer’s
field and out his gate. TN

That little jaunt of about three miles
had lasted from noon until nine.

To get back to fishing—the two g.m.
tried their luck on the canal. My clever
one tossed out an extra line attached to
his leg. Naturally, it was on this line that
he had a strike. Like to have lost his leg.
Instead he lost a chunk of line and tackle.

So went our fishing trip. We don’t brag
about the catch, though. One grilse, the
first night at Mill Bay. I wonder if it
is from trips like this that ardent fisher-
men grow.

A. L. Anstey.

Spindrift acknowledges with thanks
a donation of $2.25 from Mrs. French
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