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Winter in Victoria thankfully doesn't mean the end of good birdwatching or enj yment
of he ~ut- f-doors. Next time you step out t~ survey the progress of sn wdrop, anenome
or daffodil shoots in the garden, listen and look for some of our feathered friends that
stay with us all winter, cheering gray days with their calls and activities.

A arge flock of Pine Siskins is ranging the Cordova Bay area. They flit from alder
to alder in a t'ght swarm, constantly chat ering. We saw the whole group in early December
down behind the shopping center~ and have observed smaller flocks on top f the ridge.

The Siskin is a small finch wiTh a yellow wing stripe and heavy streaking allover.
Besides eating seeds, catkins and buds of alder it feeds in conifers and birches. Siskins
range across Canada and from Alaska to Guatemala.

In contrast to the Siskin's free-feed'ng habits. the Dark-eyed Junco feeds on the ground
and is a common visitor to feeding stations. An easy bird to recognize, it has a distinctive
"hangman's" black hood and flashy white outer tail feathers. Its vocabulary consists of a
variety of soft chips and trills. Juncos feed mainly on weed seeds, and at the feeder, enjoy
millet but ignore sunflower seeds. Though common in winter, usually in loose flocks of up
to twenty birds, only a few remain to nest in our area. During the summer most birds are at
higher elevations ranging to the sub-alpine. Migration is mainly altitudinal, their season
al pattern being a case of up and down, rather than north and south.

We have a constant reminder of summer in the vicinity of Piedm nt Drive. A few Town
send's Warblers seem to have taken up residence for the winter. Usually insect-eating birds
head south to gentler climes, but a few hardy ones like chickadees, kinglets and nuthatches
remain. It is with a flock of these forest birds that the yellow and black Townsend's
Warblers are found. Unfortunately, their habits keep them high up in the conifers where few
can see them The best way to 1 cate these elusive beauties is by knowing their soft
metallic "chip" The warblers survived that last cold Windy spell so there is a good chance
they w· 11 remain here all winter Personally, California or Central America where the rest
of their kind winter has great appeal for us ~n this winter's day!

Good birding and best wishes,

*******
A recommendation from Mrs. Grace Thorn .

Are you tired of struggling through the traffic, and wasting costly gas while hunting
for a place to park the car? Why not try the comfortable and convenient Sidney-Victoria
BUS and relax, read or talk with a fellow passenger while the courteous, friendly driver
pilots you safely into the city or home from it. See you there!

Tryout the new plaza bus shelter. Here are some times taken from the schedule.

MONDAY through FRIDAY

Leave C.B. Rd.
at Doumac

Leave Vic torla
Belleville &
Douglas St.

Saanich Peninsula to Victoria

7:22 7:46 8:25 9:56a.m. 12:40 2:36 3:45 7:56 10=59p.m.

Victoria to Saanich Peninsula

8:30 10:30a.m. 12:25 1.20 4:40 5:05 5:35 9:10p.m.

SATURDAYS

Leave C.B. Rd.
at Doumac

Leave Victoria
Belleville &
Douglas St.

Saanich Peninsula to Victoria

7:46 11:56a.m. 12:40 3~36 6.00 7:56p.m.

Victoria to Saanich Peninsula

8:30 10:30a.m. 1:15 4:40 5:35p.m.

For further transit
inf rmation (or a
complete schedule)
phone 386-8457 or
656-2423.
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*** LYALL STEER
658-5014

CERTIFIED MECHANIC

MOTOR SERVICE bytheSEA

If you live on
the ri dge l the
bus service from
Royal Oak is
fast and regular •

And remember,
if you are a
cycli s t , you
can leave your
bicyc e at the
community bike
stand at the
new Royal Oak
Fire Hall.
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ANY IDEAS for creating SUMMER STUDENT JOBS in the community through the YOUNG CANADA
WORKS PROGRAM? Please phone 6.58-.560.5.

* * *

* * * * *
BABYSITTING CO-OP? One new mother with 3 month-old child wishes to exchange babysitting
time during the day. Phone Janet Ker - 6.58-8376.

* * *
Would you like to GIVE your self this NEW YEAR to the community in a way that's really

needed? How about a gift of your time, energy, skills and understanding for a few hours each
week to small groups of 13 to 1~ year olds. Already there are some people who have begun.

a) Harry at the Community Hall Club is devoting 2 sessions a week to challenging badmin
ton coaching for one small group.

b) One kind & perceptive lady on the ridge is chatting with some of her younger, lively
neighbours, and over goodies is trying to set up a small scale interesting projeot 
poss bly involving WOOdwork.
Have you batiking or other craft skills to offer to a small group or even individual
young people? Some families here would be happy to pay you for your skills.
What about a clinker group? First obtain a clinker - through fund-raising - then hold
regular repair and maintenance work parties and sessions on boat ng and fishing skills,
and when the weather improves, clinker outings. If you were prepared to take this on,
there could well be fees paid as well.

e) Become a leader of a local Youth Hostel1ing Group. From their newsletter, many possi
bilities of hiking, cross-country skiing and camping are available.

Please contact Services Committee people if you are interested or have other bright
ideas and energy to go with them. P t C ai t th V . t Sta r g - a earle yore

Frances Ricks - 658-8686 (evenings)
Lori Robinson - 6.58-,5488 (evenings)
D. Doyle - 6.58-.5605

RECREATION PROGRAMS for the NEW YEAR

WOMEN'S KEEP FIT - Tuesdays and/or Thursdays - 9 a.m. to 9z45 at the Community Hall,
Sutcliffe Rd. - 12 or 24 sessions at a dollar per time.

WOMEWS BADMINTON - Wednesday afternoons - 1 to 3 p.m. Phone Dorothy SInith, 6.58-.5023.
/:39

MEDITATION - A series of 8 lectures with exercises - Thursdays,7p.m. beginning Jan. 18th
at 4937 Cordova Bay Rd. - 658-.5497. These will be given by Marjorie Macbean, leader
of the Sri Chinmoy Centre here for the past .5 years. Sri Chinmoy leads the weekly
medita"tiQ!l, sessions ~the U. NJ-.... YOll ms:LY enq~~ furtherAf Marjorie Macbean, .592-6211.

/?'7-e.x-e ....:/~~- arl.l.~o~ a.e ,If-C!(J'f ~;()~
THE MIRIAM THORN DRAWIffG PAINTING WORKSHOP - wi1 begin another lively series on Jan. 17th.

Wednesday mornings - 9:30 to 12:30p.m. - 10 sessions for $.50 - Both beginners and
experienced artists welcome at Cordova Bay United Church. Phone 6.58-.560.5.

(p-sss-t! Belly-dancing classes should come to Cordova Bay this March!)
* * * * *

One obvious recommendation on the recent REFUSE COLLECTION QUESTIONNAIRE comes to mind.
How about facilitating the recycling of waste materials with truck pick-ups at local depots
- or improving efficiency where needed at the Recycling Depot on Borden St.? ? ?

* * *
Are you wondering about those simple repairs? - replacing the washer in the dripping

tap? - or the light bulb that's just out of your reach? The names of LOCAL VOLUNTEERS FOR
SIMPLE REPAIRS are available from the Variety Store, your local ministers, and 'the Social
Services Committee, 6.58-803.5 or 6.58-.560.5.

* * * * * * *
WANT A JOB? }bw about setting up in BICYCLE REPAIRS for Cordova Bay? Knowledge of 10
speed gear systems required.


