
Cordova Bay is a low density residential community 

located in the northeast corner of the municipality.  Central 

Saanich municipality bounds it on the north, Haro Strait on 

the east, Patricia Bay Highway on the west, and Broadmead 

residential area and Blenkinsop Valley on the south.  Spanish 

explorers originally named Esquimalt Harbour “Puerto de 

Cordova” in 1790, and the English subsequently transferred 

the name to this location.  In 1858, the Crown sold 988 acres 

of land between Elk/Beaver Lake and Cordova Bay to six men: 

Samuel Haseltine, james Farquhar, George Deans, john Tod, 

Thomas Skinner, and Henry Smith.  The earliest settlers, Phillip 

Touet and james Pusey, arrived in the area in the early 1880s.  

By the early 1900s, this area became a popular summer retreat.  

In 1912, the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway constructed 

railway tracks along today’s Lochside Drive, and a station at 

Haliburton Road.  This improved access brought a flood of 

summer visitors and sparked the subdivision of the waterfront 

into small lots.  Cordova Bay did not become a year round 

residential area until the 1940s, when a flood of returning war 

veterans required housing.  The Community Club was formed 

in 1946 to build a community hall, which was started in the 

1950s.  The developing community was serviced through the 

construction of new churches, schools and shopping centres.  

Proposed development on Mattick’s Farm during the 1970s 

prompted formation of the Cordova Bay Association, still an 

active participant in local area planning.  Sanitary sewers were 

installed in the 1980s, facilitating further development, and 

the first multi-family housing in the Village was constructed 

in 1986.

Cordova Bay, june 2006
[Curtis Neville Saunders Photo]
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PLIMLEY RESIDENcE
5161 Agate Lane 
Thomas & Rhoda Plimley, Owners; 
circa 1910

MEAD-ROBINS RESIDENcE
5412 Alderley Road 
Kate Mead-Robins, Owner
jack Edwards, Contractor; circa 1922

DOGWOOD ACRES
5465 Alderley Road
john & Kathleen Barraclough, Owners
john Barraclough, Designer / Contractor; 1946

Thomas John Plimley (1871-1929) trained 
as a machinist in his hometown of 

Birmingham, England.  He emigrated in 1893, worked 
with Albion Iron Works, and then opened a bicycle 
shop called Plimley & Ritchie Limited.  In 1905, he 
established one of the first automobile businesses 
in Western Canada, and the name Plimley has been 
associated with automobiles ever since.  In 1907, 
Thomas’s brother, Allan, moved from England to 
join him.  The business was subsequently sold to the 
Western Motorists & Supplies Company, but was 
re-established in 1909 as the Plimley Automobile 
Company, Limited.  The business continued to 
expand, and in 1922 the company was incorporated 
as Thomas Plimley Limited.  The firm sold a number 
of the famous early autos: Daimler, Hupmobile, and 
Overland.  His wife Rhoda (née Hanis, 1872-1927), 

Kate Elizabeth Mead-Robins (née 
Stribbing, 1871-1958), a First World 

War widow, emigrated from England with her 
young family.  Local carpenter Jack Edwards built her 
house.  Subsequent residents Hazelwood Brewster 
(1884-1963) and Frances May Brewster (née 
Mycock, 1892-1964) owned the house from 1931 
until they died.  Hazelwood was a farmer, born in 
Yorkshire, England, who came to Saanich in 1905 and 
married Victoria-born Frances in 1911.  

This side-gabled Craftsman house has verandahs 
at the front and rear that are inset under the main 
roofline.  The ground floor has double-bevelled 
siding and the foundation and gables are shingled.  
The verandahs have square columns, and balustrades 
covered in double-bevelled siding.  One end of each 
verandah has now been filled in.

This Canadiana log house employs 
traditional notch-and-saddle 

construction.  john “jack” Barraclough designed 
and built this log house assisted by loggers 
Danny Sullivan and Phil Harrison, and finishing 
carpenter joe Holland.  The Vancouver Island 
manager of the London Life Assurance Company 
and president of the Victoria Symphony Society 
for ten years, jack Barraclough married Kathleen 
Edith “Kay” Filtness in 1932.  Bevan and joy 
Gore-Langton, who added a roofed verandah 

with log and twig columns and balustrade, have 
owned the house since 1964.  

The fir logs were felled in Sooke, then 
trimmed, peeled and flattened on two opposite 
sides.  Inside, the perimeter logs are left exposed, 
while the partition walls are finished in bevelled 
knotty pine.  The floors are inch-and-a-half thick 
oak planks milled from discarded dunnage from 
a ship.  The living room and patio fireplaces are 
made of field stone gathered from the property.  
The two-storey living room has an interior 
balcony on one side.
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born in Staffordshire, England, was the area’s first 
female driver.  Their son, Thomas Horace Plimley, 
opened a British car dealership in Vancouver in 
1936.  From 1957 to 1986, Horace’s son Basil was 
one of the few third generation executives of a B.C. 
business.  Plimley’s closed its doors in 1998.

This house was the family’s summer cottage and 
was reportedly built of lumber from crates used 
to ship imported English autos.  The oldest section 
of the cottage, overlooking the water, has a low-
pitched, front-gabled roof and the walls are clad in 
wooden drop siding.  The front verandah has square 
columns supporting a shed roof that shades the 
multi-paned wooden windows that run along the 
full length of the wall.  Sometime in the 1940s-50s, a 
second section with a side-gabled roof was added to 
the rear of the house.  This property was sold after 
Thomas Plimley’s death in 1929.



McMORRAN’S TEA ROOMS
(later McMORRAN’S BEAch hOuSE)

5109 cordova Bay Road
George McMorran, junior, Owner; 1921; Later Alterations

George Stark McMorran junior (1887-1971), born in Paisley, 
Ontario, was two years old when he came to Victoria with his 

parents in 1890 (see 3601 Cedar Hill Road).  The family first camped on 
Cordova Bay beach in 1893, traveling by haywagon from St. Luke’s Anglican 
Church, a full day’s journey.  They slept on straw under tents, roasted corn 
and potatoes in the sand, and ate off a driftwood table.  By 1909, George 
was in the real estate business as a partner in Douglas & McMorran.  They 
developed an early subdivision in Cordova Bay; Doumac Avenue–named 
after the two partners–is a reminder of this development.  George 
McMorran served as a gunner in the First World War.  When he returned 
to Victoria, he rented some land above Cordova Bay from Archibald Feltoe 
and opened a small store and ice cream parlour on May 24, 1919.  For a 
short period, it was known as the Canuck Tea Rooms.  As Cordova Bay 
was at that time mainly a seaside resort, the store was only open during the 
summer.  By 1921, a disagreement over the land lease caused McMorran to 
build a larger building next door called McMorran’s Tea Rooms.  In 1922, 
George married 22 year-old school teacher Ida May Richards.  Over the 
years, McMorran’s business grew to include the Cordova Bay Post Office, 
gas and oil sales, an auto camp and a shopping centre.

The Saturday night dances held at the Tea Rooms were among the 
area’s most memorable events.  Around 1927 a wide room with a granite 
fireplace was added at the rear of the store, named McMorran’s Pavilion.  
About 1948, George and Ida’s son, Eric, changed the name to McMorran’s 
Seaview Room.  Eric and his brother Bruce held Saturday night dances 
at this locale for years.  Today it is a place for dining and entertainment, 
known as McMorran’s Beach House, owned by George’s descendants.  

The building has grown and adapted to the needs of the changing business 
over the years.  The street front was widened in 1929 to make more room 
for cafe booths.  The original siding was board-and-batten.  The battens 
were recently removed, insulation put over the boards, and lapped wooden 
siding applied.  Double-glazed windows were installed in 1986.  However, 
the maple dance floor, fitted four ways so the dancers move with the grain, 
remains.

McMorran’s Auto Camp, c.1930 [Saanich Archives 1989-033-001]

c. mid 1920s [McMorran Collection, Saanich Archives]

c. mid 1920s [McMorran Collection, Saanich Archives]
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RAINBOW COTTAGE
5117 cordova Bay Road 
Florence & j. Carl Pendray, Owners; circa 1913 or 1918

DE BLOIS RESIDENcE
5165 cordova Bay Road
Albert & Rita De Blois, Owners, Designers / Contractors; 1947

Rainbow Cottage was built as a summer retreat for the John Carl 
Pendray family just before or after the First World War.  John’s 

Albert De Blois, his wife Rita Hilda Marie-Louise De Blois, and their 
sons built this house, patterned after a family home in France.  The 

house is built of pumice block; a concrete block manufactured to simulate cut 
stone or ashlar with an exposed aggregate finish.  In contrast, the large front 
chimney is built of stone and brick.  The heavy lintels over the windows, including 
the large arched south window, are large sections of cedar.  The rolled-edge roof 
has always been duroid.  The interior is composed of five half-levels, a feature 
borrowed from old French houses.
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[Saanich Archives 2006-015-044a]

father, William J. Pendray, arrived in Victoria in 1875 and established a soap 
manufacturing company, W.J. Pendray & Sons, Limited.  Later, he began a second 
company, The British American Paint Company (BAPCO).  Carl was born in 
Victoria in 1879.  He married Florence Maud Carter (1882-1951) in 1903.  On 
the death of his father in 1914, John became the managing director of BAPCO; 
a post that he held until his retirement.  He was also mayor of Victoria from 
1924 to 1928.

This modest Craftsman cottage is a compact design with high shed-roofed 
dormers.  In the 1940s, the original siding was covered with wide cedar shingles, 
fashionable at the time.  There have been several additions over the years, but it 
retains the essential character of a small summer retreat.

[Saanich Archives 2006-015-044d]



ST. DAVID-BY-ThE-SEA ANGLIcAN chuRch
5182 cordova Bay Road

F.I.M. Owen, Architect, original church 1947-49; 
Donald McPherson, Architect, addition 1979

St. David-by-the-Sea grew out of a desire to establish an Anglican 
Women’s Building in 1944.  Funds were subsequently raised and 

the parish purchased this property.  Construction began in 1947 and the 
church was completed and dedicated in 1949.  It was designed in 1944 
by Welsh architect Frank Ifor Moran Owen (1878-1955).  Owen worked 
around the province on government buildings for the Department of Public 
Works.  The original British Arts and Crafts-inspired building is a steeply 
pitched, front-gabled structure with narrow double-hung windows with 
multi-paned glazing.  The gabled side entry has multi-paned lights that flank 
the unadorned doors.  In 1946, architect Alexander R.  Hennell (1872-1961) 
designed a lectern and font, which were carved by A.H.H. Benson of North 
Vancouver and donated in 1948 to the newly formed congregation.  They 

Left: Lectern by A.R. Hennell
[Valerie Hennell Collection]

[Anglican Diocese of British Columbia Archives]

are British Arts and Crafts in style, with leaves, birds and animals, in the 
manner of the great Victorian British architect, William Burges.

Architect Donald McPherson designed the modern addition to the 
church in 1979.  The structure mimics the original gabled roofline and 
stucco cladding, but with a modern flare and curved, planar surfaces.
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PIERRE TIMP’S DUTCH GARDENS
5454 Fowler Road
Pierre & Grace Timp, Owners
E. Marjorie Hill, Architect; 1950

BABBACOMBE FARM
6187 hunt Road
Herbert & Harriet Burbidge, Owners
Henry H.  Gillingham, Architect; circa 1916

Pierre Jacques and Grace Alexandria Timp (née Allen) built this 
house.  The house was designed by Esther Marjorie Hill and was 

built around an old cabin.  Farm workers reportedly used this cabin when the 
property was part of the Sayward estate.  Pierre and Grace were well known 
musicians–Pierre for his voice, and Grace as an accomplished pianist.  Pierre was 
born in Holland, and was educated in Amsterdam in horticulture.  He came to 
Canada in 1926 and lived in Vancouver where he formed a partnership with 
a Dutch bulb grower.  The partnership dissolved and Pierre came to Victoria 
broke.  He became a gardener and eventually bought land in the Cadboro Bay 
area.  He met Grace in the Meistersingers choir and they married in 1935.  
They later started a nursery of Monterey cypress in the Queenswood area, 
but severe winter weather in 1949-50 devastated the business.  The couple 
returned to Holland for a time, and came back to Victoria, when they had this 
house built, and designed beautiful gardens on the property.  

E. Marjorie Hill (1895-1985) was the first woman in Canada to earn an 
architectural degree and to receive the professional designation of Registered 
Architect.  Born in Guelph, Ontario to Jenny Stork, one of the first ten women 
admitted to the University of Toronto in 1884, and E.  Lincoln Hill, a teacher 
who founded the Edmonton Public Library, she obtained her undergraduate 
degree from the University of Alberta in 1916.  She and Mary Ann Kentner 
both enrolled in the University of Alberta’s architectural program, which was 
cancelled in 1918 due to low enrollment, and she completed her program in 
1920 at the University of Toronto.  Facing discrimination, Esther fought hard to be 
recognized in the professional community.  She finally received her professional 
designation of Registered Architect in 1925 from the Alberta Association of 
Architects.  She came to Victoria in 1936 with her retiring parents.  Esther 
designed houses for returning veterans and their families, and also served as the 
first woman on the Victoria Planning Commission from 1945-50.  She obtained 
her registration with the Architectural Institute of British Columbia in 1953.  Her 
more memorable contributions to Victoria during the 1950s and 60s include an 
addition to the Emmanuel Baptist Church, and one of the earliest senior citizens’ 
homes in Canada, the Glen Warren Lodge at 1230 Balmoral Street.  Ill health 
forced Marjorie to retire in 1963 at the age of 68.  

The L-shaped house has had several sensitive additions over the years and 
features dark-brown rustic-cut cedar siding, light-coloured trim and a shake roof.  
It is nestled into a beautiful woodland garden.  From 1953 to 1973, the property 
was known as Pierre Timp’s Dutch Gardens.  These gardens were internationally 
famous and were visited by thousands of garden enthusiasts through the years.

After Herbert’s death, his wife Harriet Georgina (née Hamilton, 1870-1952), 
moved to Vancouver, where she died seven years later.

This cross-gabled farmhouse, with its half-timbering and multi-paned upper 
level casement windows, recalls the farm estate houses of the “old country.” 
About 1912, the one-storey section on the east side was built as a summer 
cottage.  The design of the two-storey main section, built circa 1916, is attributed 
to Vancouver-based architect Henry H. Gillingham (1874-1930).  After working 
in his father’s London firm, Gillingham came to Vancouver in 1911 during the 
Edwardian era boom.  At the time of his unexpected death in 1930, he was 
working on the Commodore Ballroom downtown in Vancouver, a premier local 
example of Art Deco and his most renowned work.  

This distinctive residence displays a number of features typical of the British 
Arts and Crafts style, including half-timbering and multi-paned casement 
windows on the upper level of the main floor, cedar shingles and diamond-
paned leaded lights on the main level and a jettied upper level on the west 
side. 

Herbert Edward Burbidge (1880-1945) had worked at London’s 
famed department store, Harrods.  His father, Sir Richard Burbidge, 

had been Harrods’ managing director for 25 years.  When Herbert came to 
Canada in 1910, he became the store’s commissioner for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and, as such, was the individual responsible for “The Bay” building at 
1701 Douglas Street in Victoria.  In 1921, he retired to Hunt Road and became a 
breeder of outstanding Jersey cattle.  His property was called Babbacombe Farm.  
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GuTMANN RESIDENcE
5871 Old East Road

Rudolph & Marianne Gutmann, Owners; circa 1941

The Gutmanns left Europe for Canada in 1941.  Rudolph Gutmann 
(1880-1966), born in Vienna, Austria, had been a wealthy industrialist; 

he returned to Austria after the war, but retired to Saanich in the mid-1950s.  
After his death in 1966, his widow, Marianne (née Ferstel) donated a valuable 
15th century Florentine panel painting by Pier Francesco Fiorentino to the Art 
Gallery of Greater Victoria in his memory and returned to Europe.

Designed in the British Arts and Crafts style, the house nestles into the hillside 
with a variety of floor levels and roof shapes.  Originally, the wide cedar shingles 

huGhES RESIDENcE
5213 Patricia Bay highway 

Brigadier-General Henry & Sarah Hughes, Owners
Henry Hughes, Designer; circa 1935-1940

Henry Thoresby Hughes (1870-1947), a Brigadier-General in the 
Canadian Army, designed this picturesque British Arts and Crafts-

style house.  He also designed the dining room and library that were added 
before 1940.  The house is stuccoed, with a small arched entrance porch and 
narrow eaves.  All of the windows are ten-over-one double-hung wooden 
sashes.  

Henry was the chief engineer of the Canadian Battlefields Memorial 
Commission at the end of the First World War.  He supervised memorials on 

were stained dark brown and the roof had staggered cedar shakes.  The roof is 
cedar shingled, with a double course every six rows.

various battle sites, including Vimy Ridge.  He was married to Sarah Harriet 
Hughes (née Porter, 1871-1955).  In 1921 he and his family moved to Saanich, to 
the John Piercy home (see 5140 Santa Clara Avenue).  The Hughes’s son, Walter, 
married Kate Mead-Robins’ daughter, Barbara (see 5412 Alderley Road).
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REEVES RESIDENcE
5094 Santa clara Avenue
Florence & Frederic Reeves, Owners; circa 1919

Florence Henrietta Reeves (née Piercy, 1888-1962) was the daughter 
of John Piercy and was born in Victoria (see 5140 Santa Clara 
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[Saanich Archives 2006-015-043]

LEE RESIDENcE
5259 Patricia Bay highway
Captain Eber Lee, Owner / Builder; circa 1912 (house)
Arthur Wedd, Contractor; circa 1926 (conservatory)

This landmark residence is comprised of two distinct sections, the 
earlier part being a typical one-and-one-half-storey Craftsman 

bungalow built circa 1912 and the later 1920s addition, an unusually large 
conservatory.  The conservatory is unique for its semi-octagonal ends, broken 
roofline, wraparound verandah and rows of clerestory windows below the 

eaves.  The conservatory and verandah are oriented to take advantage of the 
views towards Elk Lake, accentuating the rustic resort nature of the site.  Many 
mature trees provide a woodland setting, and there is a sizable side-gabled 
garage at the back of the house.  Inside, the east end of the conservatory is 
raised to form a stage.

The builder/owner of the original part of the house was Captain Eber Lee 
(1858-1951), originally from Massachusetts, USA.  He married 31-year-old 
widow Anna Maydale Lyle (née Miller) in 1896, and they lived in Duncan and 
Cowichan Lake for many years, finally retiring to 990 Jasmine Avenue in 1915.  
Anna predeceased Captain Lee.  

The subsequent owner, Arthur John Wedd, occupied the property from 
1926 until his suicide in 1931.  He was responsible for adding the unusual 
conservatory on the west end of the house that made this property a landmark 
in the area.  Known locally as the “mad violinist,” Wedd regularly gave concerts 
in the conservatory for his Chinese servants.

Avenue).  In 1914, she married Frederic William Reeves, born in England, who 
came to Victoria in 1908.  Frederic was a Chief Clerk of the Water Branch.  
Florence obtained this portion of her father’s Elk Lake property in 1919.  After 
Frederic’s death in 1933, Florence moved to 5231 Santa Clara Avenue, where 
she, her son John and daughter-in-law, Pat Reeves, lived for many years.

This side-gabled Craftsman house has an off-centre entrance porch with a 
gabled roof supported by short battered columns on sturdy brick piers.  It is 
clad with cedar shingles and features half-timbering in the gable ends.



PIERcY huNTING LODGE
5140 Santa clara Avenue

john Piercy, Owner; circa 1903

Wealthy Victoria businessman John Piercy (1859-1923) owned 
this small house and likely used it as a hunting lodge.  John had 

a successful wholesale dry-goods firm.  He came to Victoria from York, England, 
in 1884 and, in 1887, married Henrietta Rebecca (née Mesher, 1867-1960), 
from Aldershot, England.  She was the daughter of George Mesher, a prominent 
Victoria contractor and builder.  The Piercy’s son, Dr.  John E.  Piercy, became 
a thyroid surgery specialist of international stature; he practised in London, 
England.

THE CEDARS 
944 Walema Avenue

james & Marianne Carmichael, Owners; late 1880s

James Rutherford Carmichael (1857-1949), and Marianne (née Peter, 
1858-1930) Carmichael, were born in Scotland, and met in Sibley, 

Iowa, USA, where they married in 1882. They came to Canada and settled in 
Cordova Bay in 1886 where they farmed Section 32 for the next 30 years. 
James built this house on Fenn Road near Parker Avenue soon after they arrived 
for $2,500 and they called their new home The Cedars. There is some indication 
in assessment rolls that the house may have been destroyed by fire and rebuilt 
in 1898, but members of the family have no record of this. Walema Avenue 
was named for three of the four Carmichael children, Walter Rutherford 
(1889-1959, his birth certificate states that he was born at The Cedars, Lake 
District), who married Evelyn Mackenzie Nimmo (1904-1965) in 1928, Esther 
Tandy, who married William John Quick in 1909 (see 4512 Wilkinson Road), and 
Dora May (1885-1975), who married John Leonard Young (1877-1925) in 1906. 
The fourth child was son John Sibbald (1883-1972), who moved to Vancouver 
and married Camilla Alice Hanson (1878-1953) in 1913. James Carmichael was 

This modest cottage is symmetrical with a side-gabled roof.  The front of 
the roof flares out over the full-length open verandah, which has plain square 
columns and balusters.  The siding is double-bevelled, with cedar shingles at the 
foundation level.

Saanich’s first municipal assessor (1906-1916), and the municipality’s second 
municipal clerk (1907 to 1913). He was also a Justice of the Peace. In 1916 
James and Marianne moved to Oak Bay, and James obtained employment with 
the Northwestern Creamery.

This side-gabled Frontier vernacular farmhouse has a shed-roofed portion 
running the full length of the house’s rear (west) side. The two original chimneys 
have been removed, and a wider, shed-roofed dormer has replaced the original 
small gabled dormer. The original verandah has been extended and enclosed, 
but much of the original form and fabric of the house remains intact.
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