Transitions and Traffic in Cordova Bay

As regular readers of the Cordovan know, with any physical change in the community there comes an associated traffic problem. As there are several significant issues on the horizon, we can expect traffic issues to be a consistent theme in the future. With this in mind, it is helpful to have an overall idea of what should happen so each small discrete project can contribute to the larger overall goal. The major buzz words for this decade are: “sustainable development” and “livability” and for Cordova Bay that means controlling the inevitable increase in housing density and developing a village core which attracts the residents and reduces the need for longer car trips to Broadmead and Royal Oak.
We have had some success with this approach under the heading of the “Cordova Bay Road Streetscape” which came into being with the redevelopment of Mattick’s Farm. The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs (CBA), with Don Johannessen as President, played a major role in the development and adoption of the plan by Saanich which provided for the redevelopment of Cordova Bay Road from the golf course all the way to Royal Oak Drive. As we know only a small part of that was finished when Mattick’s was redeveloped. However, when residents in the Claremont to Maxine Lane section of the road became so frustrated with the dangers on their doorstep, the CBA set up a sub-committee to steer the process and Saanich engineers were invited to walk the dangerous sections. After their inspection, they agreed that the road was in disrepair and that it was extremely unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists. And so, eight years ago the “Streetscape” plan was dusted off and provided the perfect template to start the process of adding sidewalks, crossings and bike lanes along Cordova Bay Road to combat the estimated 11,000 vehicles a day which now use it.
One of the great outcomes of the recent annual general meeting was the news, delivered by Mayor Leonard, that the funding for the final section of sidewalk has been assigned but some funds must be transferred from one account to another and this needs provincial approval. Once that is done, the project can be completed within a year. The overall project, from individual residents raising the issue local safety to the completion of kilometres of sidewalk, installation of bike lanes, pedestrian crossings and seats, it has been an object lesson in how launch, fund and complete a large-scale community project. Particular thanks go to Alison Battuello for leading the first half of the process and to Doug Beale for seeing it through to the finish. 
As that project draws to a close, new ones surface. At long last, it appears that the issues surrounding the Plaza and the old gas station are close to resolution and when these developments are coupled with the change of ownership and usage at McMorran’s and the closure of the Esso gas station we are on the verge of major changes in a small area.
What would the community like to see in this area? The default position for Saanich engineers would be to make this road a better route for traffic going to and from the highway. A more imaginative way to think about this area is as a “Bookend” to Mattick’s Farm and as a boundary to the village core. In this scenario the strategy changes to finding a solution which welcomes people, local and visitor alike, into the core while deterring the thru traffic from using this road as a route to the highway.
The complimentary problem is: how do the residents themselves gain access to the highway so no undue burdens are placed on particular roads? Over the years, the concept of a frontage road running parallel to and on the east side of the Pat Bay highway has been on and off the engineers’ agenda, ( provincial and municipal ) ever since the CBA made the proposal for such a road in the early 90’s when there was talk of making the highway six lanes. With the new interest in finding solutions to the Sayward intersection, it is time put this idea back in the mix. 
There are undoubtedly many specific traffic problems within the main network of roads running through the community due to new development, the need for emergency routes out of the neighbourhood, and the need to accommodate walkers and cyclists as part of our changing lifestyle. Provided we have a clear picture of what is happening around the boundaries then we should be able achieve better and longer-lasting solutions to these very local problems. And that brings us to the biggest unknown of all: what is going to happen at Sayward?
At the moment, the engineers want to do some minor tinkering at the junction: moving the bus stop further north, making the merging lanes longer and making the south bound turn off go to the west of the Petro Can gas station. This last item is the most significant as it would eliminate the need for the green filter which currently brings so much traffic through Cordova Bay to destinations south and east of us. All this is an attempt to have the green light on longer so the highway traffic would flow more freely north and south. Given the increase in volume and the stated intensions of the engineers to keep the highway as two lanes in both directions, it will not get the job done and the accidents will continue at this busy intersection. 
Sometime in the not too distant future we will be faced with several choices and the major one is grade separation: should Sayward go under or over the highway? There are several examples of grade-separated roads along the highway already: at McKenzie, Quadra, Royal Oak Drive and the new intersection at McTavish / Pat Bay leading to the airport. Residents are encouraged to go and look at them before they decide what they would like.
Many of these questions have already been asked and answered but because no action was taken, the solutions are probably out of date. We need to review what is still valid and to see what Cordova Bay needs in the second decade of the twenty-first century.
Fortunately, no one has the money to take on the full project any time soon and so we have some time to ensure we make the right choices. If we get it right then we will have an economically stronger, more self-sustaining community in which to live. Who would have thought that shifting traffic could bring such benefits? 
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